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ABSTRACT

The third national Course by Newspaper entitled
"aAperican Issues Forum I: American Society in the Haking" was
presented by the University Ixtension, Oniversity of California, San
Niego starting in September 1975. A series of 18 articles appeared
weekly in 432 newspapers. total of 221 colleges and universities
participated in the program, enrolling 3,956 students in the course
for credit. Approximately four thousand additional persons bought the
text used in the course but did not enroll. Impact of the course vas
measured by five studies: (1) 3,000 telephone interviews vers
completed with participating nevwspaper subscribers in eight
geographic areas; {2) 500 interviews of subscribers to the San Dieg
"Evening Tribune" were conducted; (3) a mall survey was made of
persons vho purchased the text used but who did not enroll in the
course for credit: (4) a multiple-choice examination was given at
end of the course at the institutions affiliated with the program;
and (5) a mail questionnaire survey was made of the opinions of
instructors and course coordinators involved in the program. Profiles
were developed on the age, sex, educational attainment, and other
characteristics of newspaper subscribers, course enrollees, and book
purchasers who did not seek college credit. These data were compared
with similar data gathered on previous newspaper courses.
(Author/JMF)
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[. Summary of Major Findings
The third national Jourse by Mewspaper entitled "American
Issues Forum [: American Society in the Making' was presented

by the University Extension,Univ. of Calif., San Diego starting

-

"]

in September 1975. .\ series of 18 articles appeared weekly in

&

432 newspapers. A total of Zil colleges and universities parti-

cipated in the program, enrolling 3,956 students in the course

se was measarcd in five studies: (1}
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3,000 telephone interviews were complet ted with participating
newspapers in cight gecographic areas; {(2) 500 in-depth personal

inrerviews were held with subscritbers te the dan Diego Evening

Tribune; (3) a mail survey was made of persoms who purchased the

sevt uscoe in the course, but who ¢id not enroll in it for cre adit;
2y a multiple choice examination was given at the end of the

a5 and universities affiliated with tne program;

-5
{5) a nall fuestlonnalre survey was made of the opinions
57 imstructors and course coordinators involved in the program,

\s in previous years, profiles were developed on the age, seXx,

oducational attainment and other characteristics of newspaper

cribers, course enrollees, and book purchasers who did not

ul R

e
U’M

seck college credit.

Newspaper Readership

Three thousand telephone interviews were completed with

random samples of subscribers to the followiny newspapers:

Deseret News (500 interviews); St, Paul Dispatch and Pioneer
-1-

ERIC 7

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Press (500 interviews); F:Jad Rapids Press (500 interviews);

rartford Courant (500 intervi

1w

ws); ulChltd Eaple and Beacon

(250 interviews);Orange C@agtiD;i}y,Ei}Dt (250 interviews);

Gainseville Tines (250 interviews); and Eéwg;lﬂT;ibugs (250 inter-

views). Table I provides information on the characteristi of
the newspapers and areas surveyed,
As shown in Table 1, the percentages of re spondents reporting
that they, or some nembar of their household, had read one or
L rs of the articles in the series vere, as follows: Deseret
Hows, 4273 5t. Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press, 29%; Grand Rapids

30%; +ichita Cagle and Beacon, 22%; Jrange Coast Daily

Uilot, 34753 sainesville Times, 279%: flartford Courant, 25%; Powell

e

Tribune, 39%, Taking account oI tiie circulation of the newspapers

£t carriec the series throughout the pation, it 1s recasonable

t5 nroject a readership tor the series that was &t least 5 million,

Bt .3 ==k
1oas iti glii:;l

P

-~ was reported

Cor the Powell Tribune (wyomingj. This newspaper is a small town

- celly and visibility of the series obviously was greater in 1t
+-an in larger newspapeys, The Powell Tribune also may have
ions an above-average job of promotion. It is interesting to note

that the hizhest readership percentage in 1974 =-- 41% =-- was

raported by the New Canaan Advertiser {Connecticut), also a weekly,

Jne of the conclusions that emerges from the studies made during
the 1973-1¢75 period is that readership is, in part, a function

of the amount of competinyg material in the newspaper. The Sunday
cditions of large metropolitan newspdapers do not appear to be the
optimum outlets for Courses by Newspaper articles, The lowest ever

readership percentage in 1074 -- 10% -- was experienced by the

-2=
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In comparing the figures for 1974 and 1975, it should be

noted that the telephone surveys in 1975 were nade about a month

i
Ty

before the end of the newspaper series in order to avoid inter-
viewing during the Holiday Seasan, and this no doubt led to the loss
of scme persons who read articles for the first time in December.

Tt undoubtedly alsc led to a reduction in the possible nunmber of
articles read to akout 11 as compared with 18 in the previous year,
»en the telephone intervicews were pade after tihc end of the

course. On the other hand, call-backs were made in 1975 1if adults

who may have read the articles were not at hore; in 1974 there vere

e

orn

s

i

acks even if respondents could not provide informat

3
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i
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~
L=

absent adults.

i
e
it

The ovening question in the telephone interviews with news-
=suar subsciibers in 1975 wast  were you avare tnat there was

4 Jourse by sewspaser in the 7" Percentages of sub-

-ford Courant, 605; Gainesville Times, 47%;
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firand Rapids DPress, 51%; Powell Tribune, 20%; wichita Eagle and

Beacon, 653, Lack of awareness of the Course by Newspaper s5ericgs

continues to he a major limiting factor in the development of
redadership.

Persons who had read onc or more of the nev'spaper articles
werc asked why they had not enrollad in the course offering

university credit., Althoupgh the percentages varied markedly

“f-
10



3

st frequent explanations were:

L

t neeu cellege credits, diun't know that college
~rodits could be obtained, not interested in subject,
Principal reasons offered by newspaper article readers for not

‘chasing the text were: cdidn't know it was available, lacked

ellw=l

et

~a, not interested in the subject, don't need it.

In each of the cight cities surveyed, with the exception of
3t. Paul, tne largest percentage of newspaper article rcaders
.45 in the 31-30 ape greoup. In St. Paul 303 were in this age

excesocu only Uy tae 31% who were in the (3 or older bracket.

ER RS
_I —19,4:1‘

Percentages of newspaper article readers who had hish scaool
wwation or less were large: Dese Panl Dispatch,
DY J;an;@riagﬁirD;ilyiPi;Qt, 00%5; r 37%;
d Rapids Press, 41%; Powell Tribune
135,
San Diecso Evening Tribune Pg;s@ngiiintgfvispnSutvgy
five iundred versonal interviews were completed in Metro-
~litan san Diego in the hones of San_biego Evening Tribune sub-
rriters : the period January 22-February 16, L9706, The
{terviews oceurrad after all articies in the American Issues
srun 1 serics hac appeared. Major findings in this survey were
ns follows:
(1) The results obtained in the persocnal interview survey vere

very similar to the ones obtained in a telephone survey rade
in etropolitan San hiego in 1974, For example, in 1974, 22%
ot subhseriber housecholds reported that one or wmore members of
+ o household had read one or more of the articles; the

conparable percentaye for the American [ssues Forum I

nouspaper series also vas 225, The distribution of the number

]
r
|1
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Af articles read in the two vears also was about the same,
(2) Forty nine percent of all respendents were unavare that a

Course by Newspaper had appeared in the San Diego Evening Tribune
(respondents were shown sample articlesj.

(3) Respondents who stopped reading the series before its
teymination were asked why they had done so. The explanations
civen were: too busy, 5133 no special reason, 18%; not very
interested in history, 13%; naterial dull, 9¢; dida't remember
to loox tor 1t, 3%,

(4) Thirty-one percent of those who had read one or more
of the articles szid that they were "very interested' in iaving
other Ccurses Ly llewspaper in the San Diego Evening Tribune
al

that they were "somawasat interested”.

.
—

a1

i

A
Y

[

an
(5) Fifty-three percent of the respondents said that they
~suld like to have nultiple choice questions printed with cach

b

mevsnaser article, so that they could test tiems2lves after reading

6) dalf oif tig respondents who ‘frad read one or more of the
~-+icles said that thev inow it was possible to obtain university
credit for t@klnﬁ the Amwevican I[ssues Forum [ course. Those who
Lnaw of this possibility were asked why they had not dons so.
The principal reply categories were: don't need credits, 31%;
lacked time, 21%; and not interested in the subject, 175.

(7) Those who had recad one or more of the articles werc asked
their nain recason for not buying the text used in the course:
587 said that they dJid not know that it was available, Other
rcasons given were: not interested in the subject, 17%; lacked

] . cr

time, 12%; don't need it, 11%; no special reason, 3%; cost, 5%,
)

ERIC
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health problems, 5%.

(8) Twenty-six percent of all respondents said that they
had viewed one or more of the American Issues Forum television
programs on American history and politics which had appeared
on KPBS-Channel 15 in recent months,

(9) Most of those who read 6 or more of the articles had not
taken any extension, continuing education or adult education courses
Juring the last five yearts, |

(10) Those who recently had viewed Sunday news interview.
programs, such as "Meet the Press" and "Face the Hation'', were some-
what more likely to have read 6 or more articles than those who had
not ssen these prograns.

C%}] Ninety percent of those vho had read 10 or more articles
had tuA;d in at least one program from San Diego's educational
television station during the previocus month,

(12) Sixty nercent of those who had zead 10 or more articles

o

renorted that they had seen one or more of the American Issus2s

Thrur television programs in recent ﬁ@ﬁths, The lowest percen-

s of viewership of the television programs -- 24% -- was re-
norted by those who read none of the newspaper articles.

{13) Eighty-seven percent of those who had read 190 or more
articles said that they had purchased a book of some kind within
the previous 12 months.

(14) Those who had read 10 or mcre articles were nore likely
to nave visited museums during the previous 12 months than those
viho had read a lesser number of articles, or no articles.

(15) Thirty-tvo percent of respondents aged 65 or over were
menbers of households in which at least one of the newspaper

13
o ‘ -7-
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articles had been read, Ioreover, 12% of those in the oldest
age gr@u? had read 6 or more articles, Overall, those aged 65 or
over had a higher readership than any other age group.

(16) Sixteen percent of those who claimed education beyvond
college graduation said that they had read 6 or more of the articles,

the highest readership of any of the education categories studied.

It is interesting however, that 7% of those with only high school.
cducation had read 6 or more of the articles; the comparable
percentages for those with "'some c@lleg&“ and college graduates
were 4% and 0%, res?ectively.

(17) Income had little in.luence on readership of the news-
paper articles., Six percent of those with annual family incéme
of $15,000 or over had vead 6 or more of the articles, as against
5o of those with income of under $15,000 who had done so.

(18) ine percent of male newspaper subscribers, as com-

~ared with 4% of rfesale nevspaper subscribers, had read 6 or more

{4

won-nnrollee Text Purchasers

1ddresses of persons purchasing the text used in

-

<
£
]
w
ta
&
5
L
)
n

mimerican Issues Forum I: American Society in the Making' were
supplied by the publisher. A random sample of all book purchasers
was developed, Those who purchased the text, but whe «id not
take the course for credit, were asked to complete a questionnaire
and to return it by mail. A total of 175 ¢gé5tignnaires were
returned, Major fiadings in this survey included the following:
(1) Fifty-seven percent of the respondents had read more
than ten of the newspaper articles.
(1) Twenty-four percent of the respondents said that other
14
o )
ERIC -8-
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merhers of their households had read one or more of the newspaper

Juln

articles,
(3) The two principal reasons given for not taking the course
for credit were: don't need credit, 48%; and lacked time 24%.
(4) A thitd of the respondents said that they would have
oanrolled in a correspondence course, if it had been offered.

(5) Eighty-six percent learned of the availability of the

necader and Study Guide through a newspaper.

4,

(6) As of the time of completion of the questionnaire, 473
claimed that they had read 21 or more of the 56 selections in the
Reader. |

(7) ifalf of the respondents said that one Or more other
nersons used their Reader.

(8) Eighty=-seven percent of non-enrollees book purchasers

~ouht the Study Guide as well as the Reader.

PR

(9) Gnly 3% of those responding said that tie Reader wis

avyailable in their local bookstores; 29% indicated that 1t was

mzvailable, and 533 "didn't know.,"

(10) Prices charged for the Reader and Study Gulde were

rararded as 'atcut right" by most respondents.

[l

¥

(11) The level of difficulty of the materials in the Reader
was described by 89% of the respondents as "just abgut right;”

(12) Forty-five percent of respondents TEpdrﬁed that they
had experienced changes in attitudes as a result of studying the

Reader and Study Guide.

(13) Ninety-two percent of those who returned the questionnaire

indicated that they either were "very satisfied" or "fairly well



satisfied”" with the Reader,

(14) 0f those who bought the text 64% had taken other
courses of the extension, continuing education, or adult education
types within the previous five years; 81% were over 31 years
of age; 84% had aompleﬁed at least some work in college; 63% were
female; 96% were Caucasian; S1% had an annual family income of

-

bl

b

5,000 or more; and 65% lived in communities with populations of
under 200,000,

Enrollee Examination Results

A1l colleges and universities offering the course for credit
were urged to give a 30-iten final examination; items 1-15 were
hased on the newspaper articles and items 16-30 were drawn from
tue Reader. In addition, students were asked to supply information
about age, sex, income, previous education, etc. A total of 155
schools submitted a total of 1,058 usable 154 answer sheets for

which here are summarilzed.

L
i
(]
Tt
o
o
=
(o
w‘
rt
b
8!
o
[

Wean score on items 1-15 dealing with the newspaper articles

9.1 (SD = 3.6), on items 16-30 was 9.0 ($h = 9,0), and for

(W
LYy

6.7). The Pearson correlation

Ll
—
Lre

entire test was 18.1 (Sb
coefficient between items 1-15 and 16-30 was W72,

It is interesting to note that the mean total score on the
30-item Final examination given in 1974 on CLN “In Search of
the American Dream' was 18,8, It is our opinion that both the 1974
and 1975 examinations were "tough' and would have been appropriate
for upper Jdivision college classes.

Findings when examination results were broken down by demo-
craphic and other variables were, as follows:

(1) Females did somewhat better than males, with a mean
score of 19.67 as against 18.09 (pg .01).
-10- 16



(2) Mean total score related to age yielded the following
figures: under 20, 15.74; 20-30, 18,37; 31-50, 19,505 51-04,
19.33; 65 and above, 18,538 (p<.01).

| (3) Mean total score related to educatlcﬂ ylglded the JiluW;ﬂg
figures: jumior high school or less, 14,mO;‘h1gh sghnmlg 16 32

some college, 18,06; college graduate, 20.58; graduate school,

22,06 (p < .C1).

(4) Mean total score related to race yielded the following
figures: lack 14,81; Oriental, 15.29 ’Amgf;ggn Indian, 15.74;
Lati,o, 17,.10; Caucasian, 19.42 (p< .01),

(5) Mean total score related to family incowe yielded the
following figures: under $10,000, 17.96; $10,000-14,999, 18.21;
$15,000-19,999, 18.84; $20,000-24,999, 20,41; $25,000 or over,
20,00 {(p < .01).

(6) ‘'‘ean total score relatee to main reason for taking the
~surse: enrichment-interest, 18.%0; work for degrece, 16,40,
~rofessional advancenment, 20,87 (p<- .O1). |

5 COT 2

]
[ J

(7) llean total s related to whetner or aot other cxten-

courses had been taken: yes, 19.25; no, 138,84 (N§).

s
i
G
pa!

(8) ean total score related to whether or not courses had

m

been taken through other media: yes, 18.71, no, 19.15 (NS},
(9) ean total scorc related to number of years since last

educaticonal experience: less than 5 years, 19.,15: 5-10 years,

‘U’i«

18,603 11 15 years, 16.93; 16-20 years, 17.68; 21 or more years,

19.57 (p < .05].

{10) Mean total score related to size of community of residenc
rural, 18.1%; under 20,000, 18,36; 20,000-200,000, 19.28; 200,000~
rNn,000, 19,35; over 500,000, 20.01 (p - .01).

-11-=
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(11} Mean total score related to opinion on appropridteness
of quantity of material ecuployed in course: too great, 17.59;
about right, 19.58; insufficient, 16.50 (p < .Cl).

(12) Mean total score related to desire for more contact
sessions: more contact sessions desired, 18.74; additional contact
sessions not desired, 19.37 (p < .05).

(13) dMean total score related to whether or not course stimulated
interest in taking other courses: stimulated interest irn taking
other courses, 19.31; did not stimulate interest in taking other
courses, 17.46 (p < .01).

{14) 'lean total score related to vhether or not attitudes
have chanced as a result of taking the course: attitudes have
changed, 19.33; attitudes have not changed; 18.31 (p - .01).

(13) Fiftv-two percent of the course enrollees were female.

(16) The age Jdistribution of course :nrollees was: 50 or
¢33 51 and over, 12%.
(17) Tie oducational background of class enrollees was:

on or less, 11%; some college, 65%; college

~raduate-graduate schook, 2475,

acial tackground of course enrollees was: Black,

s

(18) The

5%: Oriental, 1%; \merican Indian, 2%; Latin groups, 1%: Caucasian,
9 ﬂé:

(19) The annual family income of enroilves was: under 510,000,

rw
(e

[

19%: $106,000-14,999, 31%; $15,000-19,999, 23%; §20,000-24,999,
13%; $25,000 and over, 145%.
{20) The main reason for taking the course, stated by course

enrollees, was: enrichment or interest, 33%; working on degree, 5

ERIC
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(21) Asked if they had taken any other extension, comtinuing
cation, or adult education courses, Course enrollees responded:
, 74%; no, 26%.
(22) Asked if they had taken any TV, radio or other media
rses, course enrollees replied: yes, 30%; no, 703,
(23) Questioned about the number of years since they last
a formal cducational experience (including extcnsion courses}),
rse enrollees answered: less than 5 years, §2%; 5-10 years,
11-15 years, 4%; 16-20 years, 2%; 21 or wore years, 45,
(24) The size of area of residence of course enrolleces was:
al, 19%; under 20,000, 20%; 20,000-200,000, 32%; 200,090~
1,000, 16%; over 500,000, 13%.
(25) !lost course énrcllees -- 79% -~ indicated that the quantity
course rmaterials was "about right'; 17% thought therc wos to0O

ufficient material.
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‘e contact sessicns for discussion of issue

(27) Lishty-ocae percent of course enrollees indicated tirat the
irse stimulated an interest in taking other courses in the future.
(28) Tifty-nine percent reported that taking the course had

inged their attitudes with regard to issues treated in the

irse.,
Course Instructor and Coordinator Surveys
Seeking input from course instructors and coordinators, ques=

sanaires were developed and mailed to them at 155 colleges
4 universities which participated in the American Issues Forum I

ogram. As of Junc 28, 1976, 102 completed questionnaires had been

-13-
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roceived from course instructors amd 112 questionnaires had been
raceived from course coordinators, Twelve schools did not return
questionnaires but explained why they failed to do so,
Significant findings in the Coordinators Survey included the
following: |
(1) CBN-UC SDI . mailed material was cited as the most

common way in which the course <ooxrdinator first learned about

Course by NewsgF.. wT.

(2) When .sked to give reasons for participation in Courses
bv vewspaper, in addition to being educational and interesting, the
courses were described as innovative, providing a public service,
and attracting nop-traditional students and those who could not
ccrz to campus,
(3) Nawspaper publicity and inclusion in the regular catalog

or Lrochure of courses were the most common ways in which tie
urse was prosoted.

(4) In sp2cial nailings or special distribution of printed

~rom=s+ignal puterials, the target syopulations were students or
’ I3

Ffarmer students and faculty and administrators.

(5) Sixty-five percent stated that informational material
reached themw in sufficient time for inclusion in the catalog

of regular course listings.

(6) Sixty-six percent of the course coordinators stated that
the newspaper's promction of the Fall 1975 Courses by Newspaper
was with very cifective or somewhat effective,

(7) Fifty-three percent stated that they took special steps

to sromote the Course by MNewspaper tiat they didn't usually do with

\H'

scial ma

M\
m”"<

1lings

other courses, The two most frequent ways were spe

20
O 1.14;1
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and ads.,

(8) Sixty-seven percent stated that the courses were being
given by traditional departments, Fifty-four percent stated that
13-16 wecks is the optimum length for the course, In 40% of the
schools 2 units were given for the course, and in 45% 3 units vere
given, Ninety-four percent gave undergraduate degree credit for
the course, (Some schools were on the quarter system and some were
on the semester system),

(9) Only 17% of the schools attempted to enrcll advance
placement high school students in the course,

(10) Seventy-nine percent stated that they used the multiple

choice examination questions that were supplied for the course.

ot

;

Eighty-six percent stated that they would like to continue to receive

the multiple choice examinations for use in Courses by Newspaper.
(11) When asked if ‘there was anything in their relationship

vith Courses by Newspaper that was not fully satisfactory, the 38%

o7 respondents who were dissatisfied mentioned timing as the 1ost

serious complaint; publicity and naterials should have been rcceived

sarlier,

78]

significant finding in the Instructors Survey included the
following:
(1) Eighty-nine percent of the instructors rated the text

either outstanding or good. Only 1% rated it as poor,

(2) Fifty-nine percent stated that the Study Guide has bcen
useful to the students,

(3) Eighty-nine percent rated the newspaper articles that
appeared in conjunction with the course cither outstanding or

good. Eleven percent stated that the articles were "only fair",

,—'ls-
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The most frequent. cxiticism was that they were too simplistic.
(4) Only 8% of the imstructors used the films prepared for

\merican Issues Forum I by the Educational Film Library Association.

\nmong those who failed to use them, the most important reasons
stated were that there was not enough time to show theuw, they didn't

w about them, they were too much trouble, and the class struc-

Ko
ture was not geared to films.

(5) seventy-one percent of the instructors stated that they would
he interested in receiving specially prepared £ilm lists for Courscs
by Newspaper in the future.

(6) ‘ineteen percent of the instructors stated that they would

| ike to have additional teaching aids. Among the aids requested

1 : L4 " - 4 = = .y £ 7} 37 5 711 1= 3 = £3 ,""jsi
wvore the following: instructors' manuals, annotated bibliographie ’

ves, [iln strips, student guides and games. ( Most of these

ta

gt

“aterials were availalilej).

Sumnary and Conclusions

This report deals with the third Course bty Newspaper, "Arerican

Issues Forunm I: Axerican Society in tne Making," which was offered

in Fall 1975. It cerroborates findings made in two previous studies
("America and the Future of llan,'" Fall 1973; "In Search of the
Anerican Dream,” Fall 1974) that the Courses Ly lJewspaper progran
is reaching millions of newspaper readers,

Table 2 summarizes newspaper readership cof articles appearing
in connection with the first two Courses by Newspaper, As previously
has been pointed out, methodological changes were made in the
latest teleplione surveys addressed to newspaper subscribers, in

connection with the evaluation of the American lssues Forum [ coutse.

=16~
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These methodological changes mahe 1

I

difficult to compare news-

paper readership in Courses I and II with that in Course {11,

smecifically, in Course [II call-backs were nade il other adult

+onbers of the household were not home; this increcased tihe number

wcuseholds in which one or more members of the household had
rend one or more of the newspaper articles. On the other hand,
the telephone surveys made in December 1975 were nade before all
of the articles had appeared, eliminating those whe first encountered
the series near its close; the timing also led to § reduction in
the number of articles read. [t is our opinion, making allowance

‘or these nrethodological changes, that the level of newspaper

L1

readership has not changed markedly during the last three year

'
[ach of avareness of the newspaper articles, as in previous
pars, was a major restriction in developing readership in the
\~erican [ssues Forum I series, Anything that can be done Ly
savspapers to raise the level of awareness ol the newspaper a:tigées
sodeubtedly will be reflected in higher readership figures. .

lost persons who read cnae or more newspaper articles in

=

fewer than half{ of the articles

ol

conjunction with Course 11l rea
in the series. Altlough there is worthwhile information to be
cained by a newspaper subscriber who reads only onc article, the

10t achieved

o

go..l of presenting an integrated series--or course--1is
uniess the articles are rcad on a regular basis., Innovation is
needed to create more continuity in the series and to creat motiv-

ation in the reader to see the series through to its conclusion,

Viore research is called for on this problem.

-18-
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As has been pointed out in previous reports, the idea of a
(‘ourse by Newspaper is stiil relatively new. This has penetrated
ehe consciousness of only a very small percentage of newspaper
readers. 1lost of them are unprepared to make the commitment
required vhen they encounter the newspaper articles. FEverything
possible should be done to publicize the concept of Courses by
Nevspaper, apart from a puarticular series, This could be done
through magazine articles, feature stories, etc,

Although Courses by ‘owspaper clearly is 4 valuable tool for
racruiting Etudénts‘fﬁf college credit courses, and to sell textbooks

to those who are not enrolled for credit, its greatest opportunities

2y be in reaching those w. . wish to obtain new knowledge but who

Jo not seek college credit and who prefer a loouse and limited
~onmitnent. The number ¢i such persons, in our opinion, 1is in the
~illions. [t alsc is our ovpinion that a major mission of Courses
_ iovelop course formats, educational

es o reaclh and serve this huge market.

iy

£ persons with high school education

ys2 . no have gone to college.,

It was pointed out in our report on Course II that many
newspaper readers look upui the articles sinply as feature
stories rather than as ccrponents of a course, and that the newspaper
series must achieve "courschood" on its own. It is interesting
to note that in the perscial interviews survey nade in San Diego
in 1976, 53% of thosc who had read one Or more newspaper articles
. anted nultiple cheice qu~stions printed with each newspaper

article, Some readers nc Joubt would like reference lists for

-19-
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further rcading. Some probably would like some recogunition of
accomplishment, such as a certificate, and would be willing to
submit to an examination to qualify for it, Secondary school
adult education programs, junior college community service pro-
arans, and library public forum programs, mdy be interested in
developing programs for these who do not seeh college credit and
who arc willing to pay nothing or only a small sum for partici-
pation,

As the Courses by Newspaper idea catches on, the number of
"repeaters' probably will increase, This, at least, has bteen
the experience of the University Extension movement. A high
sercentage of those who now are enrolled in Ixtension courses have
raken others in the past., Millions of Anericans eventually may

o depend on (ourses by Newspaper as a way of confortably

r+

~one

1nd economically updating background information on current
2ffairs and other arcas of intercst.

=20~
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A. Surveys of Readership in Eight Cities
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I. Procedures
A total of 3,000 teiephone interviews were completed wlth ran-
domly selected newspaper subscrivers who had listed telephone num-
bers. The interviews were distributed as follows: Salt Lake City,

Utah, Deseret llews, 500; Saint Paul, Minnesota, Salnt Paul Dispatch,

500; Hartford, Connecticut, Hartford Courant, 500; Grand Rapids,

Michigan, Grand Rapids Press, 500; Costa Mesa, California, Orange

Coast Dally Pilot, 250; Gainesville, Georgia, The Times, 250; Powell,

Wyoming, Powell Tribune, 250; Wichita, Kansas, Wichita Eagle and
Beacon, 250.

All interviewing was done after 4:00 P.M. on week days, and on
Saturdays and Sundays, in order to properly include working men and
wonen, The interviewers were requested to make return telephone
calls to homes in which other adult members of families resided and
were not home at the time of the initial call in order to record
the number of articles read by all adult members of the household,
The interviewing was restricted to toll free calls, but in each
area extended beyond the limits of the Central City.

The telephoning took place during the month of Deéember, 1975.

The same questionnaire was used in each of the eight areas,




II. Summary of Results

"Good morning (afternoon, evening)! We're making a survey about
a course by newspaper entitled "American Issues Forum®™ which has been
appearing in the . The articles were written for the na-
tion's BlcentenniZl and deal with American History and values from
colonlal times to the present, Among the toplcs included in the
series are the westward migraticn, the changing patterns of land use,
the growth of industry, and the development of freedoms guaranteed by
the Bill of Rights. A total of _ articles have appeared this far,

l. Were you awafgwthat there was a course by newspaper 1in the
Newspaper Yes No
Deseret MNevs 544 L6g
Ssint;Paul Dispatch 38% 62%
Oranpme Coast Dally Pilot Lag 58%
Hartford Courant 4og 60%
Gainesville Tirmes 53% H7%
Grand Rapids Press b9z 51%
Powell Tribune 80% 20%
Wichita Eagle and Beacon 35% 65%

A-2



2. "Have you read any of the artilcles in the serles? How many
articles did you read?"

Number of articles read by
Newspager telephone respondents

1 -2 3 -5 6 - 10 More  None
than
10

Deseret News 144 16% 6% 3%

sy
-
A

-
I
L

St. Paul Dispatech 7% 8% 7% 4%

Orance Coast B
Daily Pilot 9% 8% 9% 59 699

Hartford Courant 6% 8% 6% 2% 78%

~Gainesville Times 1% 6% 6% 11% 76%

Grand Rapids Press 13% 13% 7% 3% 647

Powell Tribune c2o% 16% 11% 6% b1g

Wichita Farle & Beacon 115 6% 2% 2% 79%

3y

A=3




5. "How manv articles Jid other members cf the household read?"

Number of articles read by other
members of the household

1 -2 3 =5 6 - 13- More Nora=-=n0
than other
10 menber of
household,
don't lnow

Jeserct Nevs 3% 5% 25 1% §9%

5t Paul Dispatcl i 1 2 6 90

86

e

Jrance Coast Daily 3 4 4
1lot B

fartford

Gainesville Times 0 3 2 4 91

Srand

nius Press 2 )

RN
[}
Ll
]
e’
e

T
ih

P
o
W

Loy

el
]
~J
s

Powell Trilune 11

vichita tacle § 1 1 1 6 al
cacon )




Summary
Percent of lhouseholds in which one or more articles werc read.

Newspaper

wR

Deseret lews 42

Saint Paul Dispateh

jxs
= WD
Y

T,

e 3T s

Orancve Coast Dol .l

s

Il A
“.._.J

1o
G
[N ]

Tl
k=i

Hartford Courant

Galnesville Times

%)
O ~J w0
kX )

ey

Grand Raplds Press

nggll;Tribgﬁe

(W] L%l [
W
-1t

oy
"B

Wichita Eamle and Beacon

n=5
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Questions 4 threouzh 1C were presented only to respondents who stated
that thev read one cor more articles in the series.

4, "Did you have difficulty in finding These articles in the new-
paper?"

Newspaper Yes No

Deseret liews 5% '95%

T3
la3
L]
Lo
o
| =
ot
T
o
Ay

lspatch

#

Orange Ceast Dally Filot

Hartford Courant 10% 90%

Gainesville Times 0% 100%

Grand Rapids Press 9% 91%

Powell Tribune 1% 99%

Wichita Facle % Beacon 9% 91%

33




5. iow Interested are you in having other courses by newspaper?"

Very somcwhat Not very
Newspaper interested interested interested
Deseret lNews 51% 389 11%
St. Paul Dispatch h1% L6% 13%
Oranze Coast Daily rilot 335 55¢ 12¢
Hartford Courant o h3z% 4og 17%
Gainesville Tires 245 66% 102
Grand Rapids Press Los hhz 16%
Powell Tribune Lg% 33% 195
Wichita Eagle & Beacon 38% 50% 129

i
A-7
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7. "Is there any particular subject that you would 1ike to see covered
in rcurses by newsyapert®

Newspapers*
DN SPD OCDP HC  GT GRP PT  WELB

(1) More of same kind
of articles-—--n0re

history 14 10% 29% 134 33% 18% B87% 1%
(1) Politics/Government/

Law 56 8% 12% 5% 5% L% 3% 5%
(3) Business/Econonmics

Consumer affairs 3% 2% Q% hg  12% 3% q 2%
(4) Environment/Ecology 0% 1% 6% 2% 0% 2% 2% 0%
(5) Sciences: Biolegy,

Psychology, Geology 1% 2% 0% 8% 3% 22% 2% 0%
(6) Current events 1% 1% e 17 g 1% 1% 3%
(7) Fine arts 1% 1% 0% 2% 2% 3% 3% h%
(8) Family 1iving/hotiules/

food € 0% 0% 2% 2% % 1% 25
(9) Education 1% 2% 1% 3% 2% L7 0% 2%
(10) Medical topics 0% 1% 0% 2% 0% 0% 0% Lz
(11) Everything 3% 3% 0% 2% 2% 3% 3% 2%
(12) Can't think of any 65% 59% U2% 56% 39% 53% 76% 61%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

#pN - Deseret lews
SpD -~ baint Paul Disratceh

QCDP = ~Orancc Coact . oily Pilot
HC - Hart{@rd (ﬂur:r:

GT - Gain’ ville ”it““




g, "Do you have any other thoughts about courses by newspaper?”

A1l Cities

(1) Very interesting, enjoyed 1t 18%
(2) Good for those who need to complete

education he
(3) Have a wlder varlety of subjects U
(4)y I like to save the articles 1%
(5) Articles should appear on week days 1%
(6) I enjoy the articles on Sunday 2
(7) Decn't think newspaper 1s a good

medium for education 1%
(3) Course was tooO elementary 1%
(9) The articles were too long and

difficult to understand %
(10) December was a pad time for the

articles i
(11) Have no further thoughts 67%

Fewer than 1% of respondents made the following comment:
should be combined with TV lectures, have i1llustrations,
high school student should be able to get credit




9. "As you perhaps kncw, it was possible to obtain university c
for taking the "American Issues Forum" course., What was your
main rezson for not enrolline in the course?"

Newspapers¥®
DN SPD OCDP HC GI GRP PT VERR

(1) Cost 1% 2% 1% p4 T 0% 1% 2%

(2) ULon't need credits Q% 109 20% 245 11% 18% 1357 18%

(3) ot interested in
subject 13% 14% 7% 8% 2% 15% 25% 16%

(4) Lacked time 10% 15% 133% 27% 49% 26% 22% 23%

(5) Toe much trouble
to enroll, prepare
for exams, etec 13 1% 5% 2% 0% 2% 3% h%

(¢) DI t ~et arpund
tD it 5 1% 5% 1% 7 4% 108 5%

(7) Health, old are 147 37% 20% 20% 113 12% 17% 10%

(8) Didn't now rou
could ret crediv bhg 8% 9% 16w 20k 17% 5% 20%

(9) Would rather go
to regular class 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 1% 0% 2%

(10) No special reason 0% 6% 0% 39 0% 5% bz 0%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

EDN =~ ?ageret llews

SPD -"Baint rau. Dispatch

OCDP ~ Oranre Coast baily Pillof
HC - iartford Courant -

GT = Gd;DQ9V¢ll§ rTines

GRP - Grand Rapids Press

PT - Powell Tribune

WEED - Wlcnita cocle and Peacon

48
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10, "It was possible to nuy a text that went with the cours What
was your main reason for not ordering the text?"

Newspapers®
(1) Cost 1% 6% 5% 3% 4x 8% 1% 4%
(2) Don't need 1t o1¢ 159 13% 24% 128 1A% 16% 15%
(3) Hot interested )
in subject 7% 18% 16% 13% 59 18% 25% 16%
(4) Lacked tilme 65 10% =227 18% 51% 16% 22% 1ll%

(5) Didn't know 1t

was available 46 15% 15% s0%  21%  27% 7% 36%
(6) Just didn't get | |

arou Hd if s} it L“?: ‘T[s'; ;LD% 3% 5% 5% 11% 5%
(7) Health, old age 149 22% 18% 145 2% 8% 13% 11%

(8} Other answers:
can't read Enrclish
well, prefer regular

class 1% 0% 1% 2% 0% 1% 0% 2%
(9) Mo special reason 0% . 7% 0% 3% 0% 3% 5% 0%
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

#DN - Deseret News

SPD -~ Salnt Paul lebaﬁeh

OCDP - Oranie Coas 'ﬁily,PiLQE
HC - HartfgrdiCouranﬁ -
GT - Goinesville Tinie
GRP - Gfaﬁd Ranids Fres
pPT - PGWFll Tribune )
WE&E - w;chita racle and Beaccn

=
=]
e




Table 1

Characteristics of "Ccurses by Newspaper" Readers, by City

"Have you taken any extension,; contlnuing education, or adult
education ccurses during the last five years?"

Taken any Courses

Hartford Courant 37% 63%

Gainesville Tires b1z 59%

Grand Rapids Press Lg5g 554

Powell Tribune 349 669

T

Wichita Earle & Beacon 347 66%

A-13
49




Table °
Age of Readers, by Clty

Age Groups
‘Newspaper Under 20 20-30 31-50 651-64 65 or older
Deseret News 1% 16% 41% 227 20%

4 a

St, Paul Dispatch 2% 8% 30% 30% 31%

Orange Coast Daily Pilot 3% 10% 37% 30% 20%

Hartford Courant 1% 12% 36% 31% . 20%

Gainesville Times 0% 18% 52% 18% 12%

Grand Rapids Press 2% 22% 37% 287 11%

Powell Tribune 0% 12% 40% 27% 21%

Wichita FEacle & Beacon 2% 29% 30% 23% 16%

41
A-14




Table 5
Education of Readers, by Clty

Junior

High

School College Grad= Refused

“or High Some Grad- uate to
Newspaper below School College uate School State

Deseret News 3% 37% 30% 22% T% 1%

St, Paul Dispatch 2% 247 L8% 14% 10% 2%

Orange Coast , , _
Daily Pilot 10% 56% 23% T% b 0%

Hartford Courant 3% 34%  19% 30% 12% 24

Gainesville Times 5% 15% 18% 36% 26% 0%
1

Crand Rapids Press 3% 38% 26% 8% 14% 1%

Powell Tribune 13  39%  257% 21% 1% 1%

Wichita Eagle #
Beacon o 417 30% 16% 9% 29




Table 4

Readership of On. or More Articles in
"American Issues Forum"

Related to
Enrollment in Adult Education Classes
During Last Five Years

Read one or more “ A1l Cities
articles : Taken Adult Education Classes

Yes . No
(1) Yes 36% 33%
(2) No ' 647 - 67%

100% 100%

Table 5

Readership of One or More Articles in
“"American Issues Forum"
Related to
Age
All Clties
Age

Read one or more 7 ) ]
articles ‘ Under 20 21-30 31-50 51-64 65 or older

(1) Yes 21% 29% 32% 38% 38%
(2) No 79% 71% 68% 62% 62%

Total 100% 1007  100% 100% 100%

]
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Table 6

Readership of One or lore Articles in
"American lssues Forum"

Related to
Education -

All Citles
Last School Grade Competed

Junior

High

School Cecllege Grad-
Read one or or High Some Grad- uate Trade
more artlcles below School College uate School School

(1) Yes 24g 29% 38% 51% us% 0%
(2). No 76% 71% 62% 59% 55% 100%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 1007% 100%

Takle 7

Readership of One or More Articles in
"American Issues Forum"

Related to

Sex
Read one or more All Citles
articles Males Females

(1) Yes 332 34%
(2) No 67% 665

Total _ 100% 100%
A-17
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COURSL BY NEWSPAPER SURVEY

Good morning (afternoon, evening)! We're making a survey about a course

g newspaper entitled "American Issues Forum" which has been appearing in
he (NAME OF NEWSPAPER). The articles were written for the nation's Dlcen-
tennial and deal with American History and values from colonial times to

the present. Among the toplces included in the serles are the westward mig-
ration, the changing patterns of land use, the growth of industry, and the
development of the freedoms guaranteed by the Bi11l of Rights. A total

of (SPECIFY HUMBER) articles have appeared thus far.

1. Have you read any of the articles in thls series? How many of the 1, )
(SPECIFY NUMBER) articles have you read? PLACE HNUMBER OF ARTICLES )
READ IN THE CODE COLUMN TO THE RIGHT. USE 0 FOR NONE

2. IF RESPONDENT DIDN'T READ ANY ARTICLES,VASE: Were you aware that 2.
there was a course by newspaper in the (NAME NEWSPAPER)?
(1) yes; (2) no

3. How many other members of your household are 18 years old or older? 3.

(1) 1; (2) 23 (3) 3; (4) 4 or more; (0) none "”
4, I® THERE ARE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD 18 OR OLDER, ASK: Are b,
they at home at the present time? IF YES: Would you please ask )
how many articles each of them read? _________ R o

5, IF OTHER ADULTS NOT AT HOME, ASK AT WHAT TIME THEY WILL BE AT HOML 5.
AND INTERVIEW THEM AT THAT TIME. RLCORD RLSULTS IN SPACES ABOVE. ) )

g RESPONDENT DID NOT RLAD ANI ARTICLES BUT SOMEONE ELSE IN TLE HOUSEHOLD
DID, CONTINUE THE INTERVIEW WITH THE READER OF THE ARTICLES.

IF NO ARTICLES WERES READ, CKIP TO # 13, IF ONE OR MORE ARTICLES WERE READ,
CONTINUL

6. Did you have difficulty in finding these articles in the newspaper? 0. _
(1) yes; (2) no

7. How interested are you in having other courses by newspaper of this T.
type in the (NAME NLWSPAPLR) Would you say that you are: READ S
ALTERNATIVES (1) very interested; (2) somewhat interested; or

{3) not very interested?

8. IF NOT VERY INTERESTED, ASK: Why do you say that you are not very 8.
interested in other courses by newspaper? DO NOT READ ALTERNATIVES -
(1) not interested in material of this type; (2) not interested In
information organized in course form; (3) material is dull, too hard
to understand, etc; (A4) prefer to take courses at school; (5) don't
need the credits; (6) too busy

Other answers — —

9. Is there any particular subject that you would like to see covered 9.__
in a future course by newspaper?

10. Do you have any other thoughts about courses by newspaper? 10.____

ik
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11. As you rerhaps know, it was possible to obtair University crealt 11.
for taklng the "American Issues Forum" course. What was your main -
reason for not enrolling in the course? DO NOT READ ALTLRNATIVES
(1) cost; (2) don't need credits; (3) not interested in subject; {
(4) lacked time; (%) too much troutle to enroll, prepare for exams, etc,
(6) just didn't eet around to 1t; (7) healthjold age
Other answers_ o o ) o , ) S

12, It was possible to buy a text that went with the course,. ihat le.
was your main reason for not orderinf the text? DO .JOT READ
ALTEPNATIVES (1) ecost; (2) don't need 1t; (3) not intercsted in

subject; (i) lacked time; (5) didn't know 1t was avallable;

(6) just didn't get around to it; (7) healthjold age

Other answers o ) B . o o o

ASK LVERYONE REMAINDEPR OF QUESTIONS

13. lave you taken any extension, continulnz educatlon, or adult 13,
education courses during the last five years? (1) yes; (2) no -

WOW, LERL ARLE SOIi QULSTIONS WI NEED IN ORDER T0 COMPLETE OUR 3URVLY.
mypE INFORMALION WILL BE USLD FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY.

il, Yhat age group are you in? Are you: (1) under 20; (2) 20-30; b,
(3) 31=50; (4) 51-04; (5) 65 or over? ’

15. .'hat was the hirhest grade you completed in school? 15,
(1) Junior high school or below; (2) high school; (3) some college; -
(4) collere rraduate; (5) graduate school
Other answers_ o -

16, 3ex: (1) male; (2) female

Name of respondent__ R _— ) .

Telephone number__ e e

Name of interviewer__ - _ e

Date of interview__ I e

7 City and state . ] e

Name of newspaper__ ﬂ, - e
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B. Survey of San Diego Evening Tribune Subscribers
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I. Description of Fleld Work

The field work of the Ccurses by Newsﬁaper, éoc. ~to=-door
survey took place January 22 through February 16, 1976. Thirteen
experienced trained interviewers completed 500 interviews with
San Dlego Evening Tribune subscribers within the San Dlego
Metropolitan area, in their homes.

Each area was represented in the sample according to its
number of Evening Tribune subscribers, The circulation depart-
ment of the San Diego Evening Tribune supplied the names and
addresses of subscribers and also the statlstics on the number
of subscriber households.

Interviewers were requested to interview after 4:00 PM
on weekdays, and on Saturdays and Sundays in order to properly
ineclude men and wcrking women. The interviewers also were
requested to make return calls elther 1n person or by telephone
to homes in which other adult members of households resided
and were not home at the time of the initial call, in order
to record the number of articles read by all adult members
of the household.

The interviewers carried copies of the San Diego Evening
Tribune which contained an article from the American Issues

Forum series. These were presented to the respondents.



II. Summary of Results

"good morning (afternoon, evening)! We're makling a
survey about a course by nevspaper entitled 'Americ.iu Issues
Forum' which has veen appearing in the San Dlego Evening
Tribune. Here is a copy of one of the articles. The articles
were written for the nation's Bicentennial and deal with
American history and values from colonial times to the
present. Among the toples included in the serles were the
westward migration, the changing patterns of land use,
minority groups, the growth of industry, and the development
of the freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rlghts. There were
18 articles in ths series. The last article appeared on
Thursday, January 1."

1. "Were you aware that there was a course by newspaper
in the San Diego Evening Tribune?"
(1) Yes 51%
(2) No kg

Total 100%
2. “Have you read any of the articles in the series.
How many of the articles have you read?"
(1) One or two ~ 8%
(2) Three to five

(3) Six to ten

w N =

(4) More than ten

(5) None of these 80

Total 100%

B-2
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3. "How many articles did other members of the household
read?"

(1) One or two 2%
(2) Three to five 1
(3) Six to ten 2
(4) More than ten : 1
(5) None 94
Total ' 100%
4y, Summary of questions 2 and 3,
Number of households in which one or more members read

one or more articles: 22%

QUESTIONS 5 THROUGH 16 WERLE PRESENTED TO THOSE WHO STATED
THAT THEY READ OIE OR MORE ARTICLES.

5. "At what point in the series, approximately, did you
first read an article in the series?"

(1) Articles 1 2 Loz

(2) Articles 3 = 6 : 19

(3) Articles 7 - 10 12
(4) Articles 11 - 14 0
(5) Articles 15 - 18 3

(6) Can't remember 26

Total 1009
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6. "Approximately at what point in the series, did you last
read an article?"

(1) Articles 1 - 2 10%
(2) Articles 3 - 6 14
{3) Articles 7 - 10 9
(4) Articles 11 - 14 7
(5) Articles 15 - 18 27
(6) Can't reriember 33
Total : 100%
7. If the respondent stopped reading the series before
its termination, the interviewer asked:
“Why did you stop reading the series?"
(1) Iilaterial dull 9%
(2) Not that interested in history 13
(3) Too busy . 51
(4) Didn't remember to look fgr it 9

(5) No speclal reason : : 18

Total 100%
8, "Did you have any difficulty in finding these articles
in the newspaper?"
(1) Yes 102

(2) Xo 90

Total 100%




9, "How interested are you in having other courses by
newspaper of this type in the San Diego Evening Tribune?
Would you say that you are:;" ’

(1) Very interested 319

(2) Somewhat interested 42
(3) Not very interested 27

Total 100%
10. If the respondent was not very interested the
interviewer asked;

"Why do you say that you are not interested in other
courses by newspaper?"

(1) Not interested in information

organized in course form 38%
(2) iaterial is too dull, too hard

to understand 1
(3) Prefer to take courses at school 14
(4) Don't need credits 21

(5) Too busy 20

Total 100%

Gl =
o




11, "Is there any particular subject that you would lilke
to see covered in a future course by newspaper?"

(1) No suggestions 61%

)

(2) More histery 9

(3) Politiecal sclence, law,
foreign policy, cilviecs 9

(4) Medical subjects : 5

(5) Busiliness subjects: taxes,
real estate 5

(6) Current events 3
(7) Family living, child development 3

(8) How to do things: arts, crafts,
cooking, dressmaking 3

(9) Fine arts: literature, music,
art 2

(10) Ecology, conservation, the future 2
(11) Science 2
(12) Each of the followinz subjects was mentioned by

1% of responcents or fewer: foreign language,
soclology, psycholcgy

Percentages total to more than 100 because
of multiple answers.




12, "Do you have any other thoughts about courses by
newspaper?"

o
2

(1) No other thoughts 7

{2) Enjoyed it, gocd lduea,
outstanding 16

(3) Don't think newspaper 1is
pood place for course, waste

of space ]
(4) Have a variety of subjects 2

(5) Each of the following observations was
made by 1% of respondents, or fewer:

It should supplement other courses; there

is too much repetition; courses should be
advertised more in the newspaper; run 1t

on different days; courses should run longer;
senior citizens and the poor should enroll
free; keep it in the same place each time.

13, "Would you like to have multiple choice questlons
printed with each newspaper artlcle, so that you could
test yourselfl after readlng it?"

(1) Yes 53%
(2) No : 4o

(3) Don't know 7

Total 100%
14, "pid you know that it was possible to obtain University
ecredit for taking the 'American Issues Forum' course?"
(1) Yes 50%

(2) No 50

Total 100%

B-7
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15, If "YES" to question 14 the interviewer ashed:

"yhat was vour main reason for not enrolling in the
Course?"

(1) Don't nced credit. 31%
(2) Not interested in subject 17
(3) Lacked tine 21
(4) Too nuch trouble to er.roll, 4
prcpare tor exams, etc,
(5) Just didn't get around to it 10
(6) licalth/vision/old age 10
(7) No special reason 7
Total 100%

1¢ "It vas nossible teo huy a text that vent with the course.

13

Yhat was your rain reason for not ordering the text?"

(1) Cost 5%
(2) Pon't need it 11
(3) Not intecrested in subject 17
(4) Lacked time 12
(5) Didn't know it was available 38
(6) Just didn't get around to it 4
(7) llealth/vision/old age 5
(8) No special reason 8
Total 100%
B-8




TIIE REMAINDER OF THE QUESTIONS WERE PRESENTED TO EVERYONE.

17. '"Have you taken any extensicn, continuing education or
adult educatlicn courses during the last five years?
Where?"

(1) Yes; information on school
of attendance not available 13%

(2) 1o | 56
(3) High school; adult education 11
(4) Communlity College 12
(5) TFour year institution 7
(6) Other places: churches,

organizations, trade schools 1

Total 100%

18, "How interested are you in American history. Are you:"
(1) Very interested 31%
(2) Somewhat interested 51

(3) liot very interested 18

i———

Total 100%

19, "During the last several months, have you watched any of
the Sunday news Interview programs, such as 'Meet the
Press', 'Face the Nation', or 'Issues and Answers'?"

(1) Yes 647
(2) No 36

Total 100%




20, "How much background information does your newspaper gilve
on major stories? Does it give:"

(1) Too much backzround information 6%

{(2) Too little backgre.und
information, or 19

(3) Just about the right amount 59

(4) Don't know 16

Total 1003

21, "Do you, or does any member of your household, subscribe
to cne or more of tne following news magazines: lewsweek,
Time, U.S. News and World Report?"

(1) Household subscribes to one or 7
more news magazines 39%
) Household does not subscribe to
a news riagazine 61

%]

(

Total 100%

"pAre you able to receilve KPLS-Channel 15 (12 on cable),
the educational TV station on any of the sets in your
home?" ‘

MJa
[K*]

(1) Yes 78%
(2) No 22

Total 100%




QUESTIONS 23 &4ilD EU WERE PRESENTED OXNLY TO THE RESPONDENTS
WHO STATED T;“T THEY UERE ABLE TO RECEIVE CHARNiEL 15.

23, "During the last 7 daye. have you tuned in a program on
KEBS=Channel 15?" 1If the respondent stated "HO" the
interviewer asked: "Have you tuned in a program on
this channel in the last 30 days?"

(1) Yes = last 7 days L ¥4
(2) Yes - last 30 days 20
(3) No 26

Total 100%

24, "Have you seen any of the American Issues Forum programs
on American history and politics which have appeared on
KPBS-Channel 15 in recent months?'

(1) Yes 205
(2) No 67
(3) Don't remember 7

Total 100%

25. "Have you listened to a program on KPBS-FM/radlo during
the last 30 days?"

(1) Yes 16%
(2) No 84
Total 100%

B-11
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26. "During the last 30 days have you checked out a book
from the public library?" If "NO", the interviewer
asked: '"Have you checked out a book from a publilc
library during the last six months?"

(L) Yes - within last 30 days 29%
(2) Yes = within last 6 months 21
(3) ¥Wo 50

Total 1007%

}

"Have you purchased any books within the last twelve
months?"

b
-3
»

(L) Yes 73%
(2) No ' 27

100%

3
O
rt
0
n._..l

28. "Durlng the last twelve months have you been to the
Museun of Jan in Balboa Park? To the Fine Arts lMuseum?
To the [“useum of lLiatural iiistory?"
(1) lluseum of lan 6%
{(2) Museum of Natural History

(3) Fine Arts Museum

(4) Fine Arts and Museum of lMan

(5) Museum of Man and Natural History

(6) Fine Arts and Museum of Natural 7
History 2

(7) All three museunms 19

(8) None of these 56

Total _ 100%

D"”l
o)
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Cross Tabulatlons

=
=1
]
-

Table 1
Number of Articles Read in American Issues
Forum Seriles
Related to
Attendance at Continuing Educatlon Course
Number of Articles Read
Where continuing Education
taken None 1-2 3=5 6=10 Over 10
(1) Information not available 13% 15% 9% 15% 27%
(2) None attended 58 by kg 62 53
(3) Hizh School 10 18 12 15 0
(4) Community College i1 15 15 8 20
(5) Four year school 6 8 15 0 0

(6) Other 2 0 0 0 0

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

B-13




Table 2
Number of Articles Read in American Issues
Forum Series
— Related to
Respondent's Interest in American History
Mumber of Artlicles Pead

How interested are you )
in American ilistcry None 1-2 3=5 6-10 Qver 10

L2z 167 66%

[oy)
[ W]

(]

(1) Very interested 25%

b9 77 34

L¥N]
=

(2) Somewhat interested 54

(3) HNot very interested 21 7 9 7 0

Tctal 1007 1007 100% 1C05% 1007

Table 3
dumber of Articles Read in Anerican Issues
Forum Series
Related to
vViewershlp of Sunday News Interview Programs
Watched Sunday News Number of Articles Read
Interview Program in 7
Last Several Months? - None 1-2 3=5 6-=10 Over 10
(1) Yes 61% 72% 715% T7% 80%
(2) No 39 28 25 23 20

Total ‘ 100%  100% 100%  100% 100%




Table 4
Number of Articles Read in American Issues
Forum Serles
Related to
Respondent's Satisfaction with Background Informaticen

Given in Newspapers

flow much background Number ol Articles Read
informatien does
newspaper gilve? Hone 1-2 3=5 6-10 Over 10

Lou]
T
L)
Y,
-
un
B
(=]
|
-
L3

(1) Too much

(2) Too little 15 3. 38 4o

W]
')
L

'3y

(3) Just abcut the right
amount 61 57 40 54 53

(4)Y Don't know 18 5 12 8 7

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Table 5

Number of Articles Read in American Issues
Forum Series

Related to
Subscribership to News Magazines

Number of Articles Read
Subscribe to
News Magazine None 1-2 3=5 610 Over 10

(1) Honsehold subscribes to
one oOr more news

magazines 35% 51% 60% 38% 542

(2) Household does not
subscribe to any news 7 o 7
magazines 65% Loz Lo% 62% Lée5

Total 100% 100% 1002  100% 100%




-

Table ©
Number of Articles Read in American Issues
Forum Series
Related to
Viewershlip of KPBS-Channel 15
Number of Articles Read

Tuned in a2 progran
on KPB&? Yone 1-2 3-5 6-10 Qver 10

wJh
L
B
fond
i
&L
Lo
Lo}
w1

(1) Yes = last 7 days 53% 65%
(2) Yes - last 30 days 21

3= -5

(3) No 26 2

Total 1004  100% 100%  100% 100%
Table 7

Lumber of Articles Zead in Anerican Issue
Forum teries

05

Related to

Viewership of American Issues Forum
Programs which Appeared on KPBS-Channel 15

Number of Articles Read
Saw American Issues 7
Forum Program on KPBS- None 1-2 3=5 6=10 Qver 10
Channel 15
(1) Yes 244 32% 29% 9% 60%
(2) No 69 65 61 Y 30

(3) Don't rememoer 7 3 10 27 10

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%




Table &

Number of irticles Read in American Issues
Forum Series

Relatea to
Listenership of Radio Station KPBS-FM
During Last 30 Days
Listened to KPES=TT] Number of Articles Read
during last 320 7
days? None 1-2 3=5 6-10 Qver 10
(1) Yes 15% 16% 219 8% 27%
(2) No 85 84 75 52 73
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Table 9

Lurber of Articles Fead in American Issues
Forum Series

Related to
Patronage of Public Library

Number of Articles Read
Checked out book from

Public Library? None 1-2 3=5 6-10 Over 10
(1) Yes - within last 30 7 . 7 |
days 27% buyq 30% 23% 33%
(2) Yes - within last 6
months 21 5 4o 23 27
(3) Not within iast 6 months 52 51 30 54 Lo
Total 100%  1lo0%  100% 100% 1009

G i
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Table 10

Humber of Articles Be~3 in American Issues

Forum series

Related Tc

Rook Purchases Within Last 12 Months

ased a bool within
t 12 months?

Number of Articles Read

None 1=2 3=5 6-10 Over 10
73% §2% 708 544 375
27 18 30 LE 13

100% 2005 100% 100% 100%

(3]
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Table 11

Number of Articles Read 1n Americar Issues

Forum Series
FRelated to

Patronage of [{useums

Number of Articles Read

In the past twelve

months which museuns None 1-2 3=5 6~10 Over 10
nave yvou visited?
(1) ‘ltuseum cof Man 7% 5% 37 7% 6%
(2) Fine Arts lMuseum 3 - - 8 7
(2) Museum of Natural 7

History 4 5 9 8 7
(L) Fine Arts and Museum

of an 4 5 - - -
(5) Museums of [lan and

Natural History 6 3 - - -
() Fine Arts and luseun of

Natural History Z - 6 - -
(7) All three museulo 17 23 27 8 Lo
(3) MNone of them 57 59 55 69 4o

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%



Table 12

Age
Related to
Number of Articles Read in Amerilcan Issues Forum Serles
- ) 7 Age

Nunber of Articles Read

Under 20  20~30 31-50 51-64 65 or over
(1) llone 90% e 324 78% 687
(2) 1 -2 5 6 10 7 9
(3) 3-5 5 7 11
(4) 6 = 10 - 5 6

3

(5) Over 10 - 5 6

a—— e Fani— S

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

N oo
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Table 13

Education
Related to
Number of Articles Read in American Issues Forum Series
Highest School Grade Attended
Number of Junior Hign Some College Graduate

Articles High or School College Graduate School
Below

(1) lione 9l 824 78% 70% 71%
(2) 1 =2 2 6 9 15 8
(3) 3-5 2 5 9 9 >
(b) 6 = 10 2 5 1 2 3
(5) OQver 10 - 2 3 4 13

Total 1007% 100% 100% 100% 100%




Table 14

Income
Relai.d to
Mumber of Articles Read in American Issues Forum Series
Number of Artlicles Read Total Annual Familly Income
in 1975
Over $15,000 Under $15,000
(1) HNone 7% 82%
(2) 1 -2 11

(3) 3-5 6
(4 6 - 10 1

. = ~ o))

(5) OQver 10 5

Total 1007 1004

Table 15

Sex
Related to

Number of Articles Read in American Issues Forum Serles

Mumber of Articles Read Sex |
Males Females
(1) HNone T4 83%
(2) 1 -2 8 |
(3, 3 -5 9
by € - 10 1

W oo

.

{5% Cver 10 6

Y

'otal 100% 1002

Luoh
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COURSE BY NEWSPAPER SURVEY
San Diego Tribune
January 1976

) Good morn' ng (afternoon, evening)! We're making a survey
about a course by newspaper entitled "American Issues Forum'
which has been appearing in the San Diego Evening Tribune. Here

is a copy of one of the articles, The articles were written for
the nation's Bicentennial and deal with American history and values
from colonial times to the present. Among the topics included in
the series were the westward migration, the changing patterns of
land use, the growth of industry, and the development of the free-
doms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, There were 18 articles in
the series. The last article appeared on Thursday, January 1.

1. Have you read any of the articles in this series? How many 1.
of the 18 articles have you read?

———

2, IF THE RESPONDENT DIDN'T READ ANY ARTICLES, ASK: Were you 2,
avare that there was a course by newspaper in the San Diego o
Evening Tribune? (1) yes; (2) no

3. How many other members of your household are 18 years or 3.
older? (0) none; (1) 1; (2) 2; (3) 3; (4) 4 or more

4. IF THERE ARE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD 18 OR OLDER, 4.
ASK: Are they at home at the present time? How many articles
has each of them read? M F —— M F M F

IF OTHER ADULTS ARE NOT HOME, ASK WHEN THEY WILL BE HOME, AND
PHONE THEM, RECORDING ANSWERS IN SPACES ABOVE,

S———

IF ORIGINAL RESPONDENT REPORTED NO READERSHIP IN QUESTION 1,
SKIP? TO QUESTION 17, ASK QUESTIONS 5 TO 16 ONLY OF A RESPONDENT
WHO HAS READ ONE OR MOWME ARTICLES :

5. At vhat point in the series, approximately, did you first 5.
Tread an article in the series? (1) articles 1-2;
(2) articles 3-6; (3) articles 7-10; (4) articles 11-14;
(5) articles 15-18; (6) can't remember

6. Approximately at what point in the series did you last 6.
read an article? SAME ALTERNATIVES AS IN Q. §

7. IF RESPONDENT STOPPED READING SERIES BEFORE ITS TERMIN- 7.
ATION, ASK: Wky did you stop reading the series? DO NOT
READ ALTERNATIVES. (1) material dull; (2) material too
difficult; (3) not that interested in history; (4) too busy;
(5) didn't remember to lock for it; (6) no special reason
Other answers , ) _

———

8. Did you have any difficulty in finding these articles in 8.
the newspaper? (1) yes; (2Z) no _
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9. How interested are you in having other courses by news- 9.
paper of this type in the San Diego Evening Tribune?
Would you say that you are: READ ALTERNATIVES (1) very
interested; (2) somewhat interested; or (3) not very
interested?

10, IF NOT VERY INTERESTED, ASK: Why do you say that you are ..

not very interested in other courses by newspaper? DO NOT -
READ ALTERNATIVES (1) not interested in information
organized in course form; (3) material is dull,; too hard
to :nderstand; (4) prefer to take courses at school;
(5) don't need the credits; (6) too busy
Other answers o o
11, Is there any particular subject that you would like to 114

see covered in a future course by newspaper? _

12. Do you have any other thoughts about courses by newspaper? 12,

13, Would you like to have multiple choice questions printed 13,
with each newspaper article, so that you could test your-
self after reading it? (1) yes; (2) no; (3) don't know

14, Did you know that it was possible to obtain university 14,
credit for trking the "American Issues Forum" course?
(1) yes; (2) ne ’

15, IF "YES™ TO (JUESTION 14, ASK: What was your main reason 15,
for not envolling in the course? DO NOT READ ALTERNATIVES
(1) csst; (2) donr't need credits; (3) not interested in sub-
ject: (4) lacked time; (5) too much trouble to enroll,
prepare for exams, etc,; (6) just didn't get around to it;
(7) healtn/visionfold age; (Bg no special reason
Other ansvers e i

16, It was possible to buy a text that went with the course, 16,
What was your main reason for not ordering the text? S
DO NOT READ ALTERNATIVES (1) cost; (2) don't need it;
(3) not interested in subject; (4) lacked time; (S) didn't
know it was available; (6) just didn't get around to 1it;
(7) health/vision/old age; (8) no special reason
Other answers B o -

ASK EVERYONE ALL FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

17. Have you taken any extension, continuing education or adultl7,
education courses during the last five years? (1) yes; (2) no

18, How interested are ycufin American history. Are you: 18.
(1) very interested; (2) somewhat interested; or (3) not '
very interested?




19,

21,

22,

23,

24,

25,

26,

27,

28.

During the last several months, have you watched any of 19,
of the Sunday news interview programs, such as Meet the
Prc¢ss), Face the Nation, or Issues and Answers? (1) yes; (Z) no

. How =much background information does your newspaper givs  20._

on major stories? Does it give too much background
information, too little background information, or just abouk
the right amount of background information? (1) toc much;

(2) too little; (3) just about right amount; (4) don't know

Do you, or does any member of your household, subscribe 21,
to one or more of the following news magazines: Newsweek,
Time, U.S, News and World Report? (1) household subscribes

to one or more news magazines; (2) household does not
subscribe to a news magazine

Are you able to receive KPBS -Channel 15 (12 on cable), 22,
the educational TV station on any of the sets in your o
home? (1) yes; (2) no IF"NO"SKIP TO 25

During the last 7 days, have you tuned in a program on 23,
KPBS- Channel 15? IF "NO", ASK: Have you tuned in a program
on this channel in the last 30 days? (1) yes-last 7 days;

(2) yes-last 30 days; (3) no '

Have you seen any of the American Issues Forum programs 24,

or merican history and politics which have appeared on B
KPEs-Channel 15 in recent mcachs? (1) yes; (2) no;

(3) don't remember

Have you listened to a program on KPBS-FM/radio during 25,
the last 30 days? (1) yes; (2) no )

During the last 30 days have you checked out a book from 26,
a public library? IF "NO", ASK: Have you checked out a book
from a public library during the last six months?

(1) yes-within last 30 days; (2) yes=within last six

months; (3) no

Have you purchast: any books within the last twelve months?27._
(1) yes; (2) mno )

During the last twelve months, have you been to the Museum 28,_
of Man in Balboa Park? To the Fine Arts Museum? To the )
Museum of Natural History? (1) Museum of Man; (Z) Fimne

Arts Museum; (3) Museum of Natural History; (4) Fine Arts

and Museum of Man; (5) Museums of Man and Natural History;

(6) Fine Arts and Museum of Natural History; (7) all three
museums; (8) none of them

Now here are some questions we need in order to complete 29,
cur survey. The information will be used for statistical T
purposes only, What age group are you in? Are you:

(1) under 20; (2) 20-30; (3) 31-5C; (4) 51-64; (5) 65 or over?

72



30, What was the highest grade you completed in school? 30.
(1) junior high school or below; (2) high school; (3) some
college; (4) college graduaie; (5) graduate school
Other answers_ , :

. -

31, Was your total annual family income in 1975 over 31,
$15,000 or under $15,0007 (1) over $15,000§ (2) under -
$15,000; (4) don't know; (5) refused

32, Sex: (1) male; (2) female 32, )

Name of respondent

Address of respondent e

Telephone nuither of respondent_

Date of interview L

Neme of interviewer _

-3
et




C. Survey of Book Purchasers
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I. Description of Field Vork
The fleld work of the Courses by Newspaper Readcer ~nd Study
Gulde Purchasers urvey took place durling the last two weeks of
canuary and the month of February, 1976,
On January 15, 1976, 700 questionnair<.s with covering letters
and return self-addressed, postage paid envelopes were malled to

purchasers of the Reader entitled American Issues Forum: Volume One

and/or the Study Guide. lNames and addressesrcf purchasers wvere
supplied by the publisher of these books. The names were selected
according to a random procedure,

The covering letter requested that the questionnalres be re-
turned only by those who bougiht the book(s) but who did not take
the ecufse for credit.

As an expression of aprreciation for return of the quesﬁicnnaires
the respondents were promisea the gift of a recent paperback. They
could choose from among flve titles.

By March 1,1976, 175 questionnaires had been returned and

were tabulated on that day.

C-1




Il.Summary of Results

1. Each week, over a period of 18 weeks, articles on "American
Issues Forum' appeared in your local newspaper. Ap.roximately,
how many of the 13 articles did you read? (If "none", indicate
by a !loil)i
(1) None , 18%

(2) 1 -2 6
(3) 3-5 8
(4) 6 - 10 11

(5) Over 10 57

P

Total 100%

I™ YOU ReAD PLRWEIR Inil 9 CF THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, ANSVER #2:
2, Wny didn't you read more of the newspaper articles?
(1) rMaterial was dull, uninteresting 6%
(2) 1iaterial was hard to understund 6 .
(3) Lacked time 55
(4) Forgot to look for them 17
(5) Other reasons:

Only a few of them printed in paper;
travel; moved; unable to find 23

Percentages tctal to more than 100 because of multiple answers,

70




3. Did anyone else in your household read any of the newspaper
articles? If "yes", how many articles did he/she read?

(1) None : 08
(2) 1 =2 )
(3) 3-5 )
(4) 6 - 10 - ,
(5) Over 10 6

(6) Other: 1live alonej; don't know how
many; not in our paper 10

Total 100%

4, As you perhaps know, it was possible to obtain university
credi: for taking the course on "American Issues Forum". What
was your nain reascn for not enrollin~ in the course?

(1) Cost 9%
(2) Don't need credit 48
(3) Lacked time 24

(4) Too much trouble to enroll, _ 7
‘prepare for exams, etc, 10

(5) Didn't know how to enroll 2
(6) Other answers: purchased materials
for personal enjoyment, ald in teaching,

york on committeej;newspaper didn't 7
print articles R

Total 100%

5, If the course had been offered by correspondence, would you
have enrolled for 1t?

(1) Yes 33%
(2) No 67

.

Total : 100%




'e Now here are some questions about the READER and STUDY
GUIDE: How did you first learn about their availability?
(1) Newspaper 86%

(<) PFriends/Relatives 5
(3) Others:
National Fcundation for Humanity;
American Library Asscc.; Schools;
Advertisement 9

Total 100%

. As of this date, how many of the 56 selections in the READER
have you completed?

(1) None 18%
(2) 1-10 20
(3) 11 - 20 g
(4) 21 - 30 13
(5) 31 - 4o .
(6) U1 - 56 -

(7) Don't know ; 6

Total 100%

» How many persons, including yauréelf, have used the READER?
(1) None 50%
(2) 1 -2 | 42
(3) 3-10 6
(4) 10 or more 2

Total -~ 100%




9. Did you buy the STUDY GUIDE developed for use with the
READER?

(1) Yes 87%
{z) No 13

Total 100%

10, Was the READER availlable in one of your local bookstores?
(1) Yes 3%
(2) No 29

(3) Don't know 68

Total 100%

11, Assuming that you could have bought the READER either In
a local bookstore or by mail, wnich would you have preferred?

(1) Local Bookstore 31%
(2) HMail 32

(3) No preference | : 37

R

Total 100%

12, The price of the READER 1s $4.95., What 1s your opinion of
the price of the book?

(1) Too high 14%

(2) About right 86

N

Total - 1009

79
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13, The price of the STUDY GUIDE is $2.95. What 1s your
opinion of the price of the STUDY GUIDE?

(1) Too high 22%
(2) About right 6L

(3) Didn't buy 14

Total 100%

14, Have any of your attitudes concerning the lssues treated 1n
the READER and/or the STUDY GUIDE changed as a result of
reading the READER and/or the STUDY GUIDE?

(1) VYes l5g

(2) No 55

Total 1009

15, Overall, how would jou rate the level of diff'iculty of
t£he materials in the READER? ‘Uere they:

(1) Too difficulc 5
(2) Not difficult enough = 5
(3) Just about right 89

(4) Don't know 1

Total 100%




16, Overall, how would you rate the level of difficulty of
the materials in the STUDY GUIDE? Were they

(1) Too difficult 29
(2) Not difilcult enough 4
(3) Just about right 78
(4) Didn't buy | 16
Total 100%

17. Overall, how satisfied were you with the READER? Vere you:

(1) Very satisfied 359%
(2) Fairly well satisfied 57
(3) Not very satisfied 6
(4) haven't read Jet 2

Total 100%

1&, Overall, how saztisfied were you with the STUDY GUILE?
Were you:

(1) Very satisfied 243
(2) Fairly well satisfied o
(3) Not very satlsfied 14
(4) bDidn't buy 17
(5) Didn't read 3

Total 100%




19, IF "NOT VERY SATISFIED"™ IN QUESTIONS 17 OR 18,

EXPLAIN:

(1) Political attltudes of editor very
obvious; objection to topics or
opinions

{(2) Quality of READER information far
superior to STUDY GUIDL

(3) Unhappy with toplcs/some articles
less than interesting

(4) Concept and directlons hard to follow

(5) Wny not combine both books to make
it easler

(6) Need more depth, boring, waste of time

Total

PLEASE

37%

N

15
11

21
11

100%

if you were to take a course by newspaper 1n another subject
would you like to have a READER and a STUDY GUIDZ similar

to the ones used in the course on "American Is

(1) VYes
(2)y o
Total

sues Forun"?
42%
18

—————

100%
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

IF "YES"

course?

]
[
Y

21, Have yeou taken any extension, continuing education, or

3

what topics would you like offered in another

iy

ry, iumanities

oot
i

Other Hliist

Economilces

Political Science

Fnilosophy, Literature

ory concerning

[a s

rn lis

ode
olicy

e

"

Urban probiems, Minorities
Education, Metric oystem

Sociology, Psychology

Puture prouiciis

T oy v .

Famous Anericans

ntares total Lo LCre LnLn

Tore]

r
a4

n

ol

[WN]
]
A

~J

adult education ccurses during the last 5 years?

(1)
(2)

Yes

64%
36

100%

4]

P

rnswer

o
i ]



20, Whet age group are you in

(1) Under 20

(4) 51 - G4
(53 Qver 65
Total

kN

(1) Junior high
(2) High School
(3) <Some Colle~e

(4) College Groduate

I

(5) Graduate School

Total

]

(1) HMaie

i

(2) Female

Total

3, What was the highest grade you completed

&

C-10
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{2) fmericar Indiszan 1
(Y Oriertal 0
(4% Yexlcan or 3pnanicsh Aunerican 0

ian 96

AN
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{(5) Caucszs:

al fomily inccne:

[
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3
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o
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o
g
s
b=
[
[
-
e,
i
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-
WLt
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o
-
[

(") 325,000 or ovez 23
Totral 100%

27. Fopulation of your area of res.dence:

k3]

(1) Rural 12
(2) Under 29,000 19
(3) 20,000 to less than 207,000 34
(4) 200,000 = 500,000 10

(58} Over 500,000 25

Total 100%




PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE THIS QUESTIONNAIRE IF YOU WERE ENROLLED
FOR CREDIT IN THE NEWSPAPER COURSE, "AMERICAN ISSUES FORUM"

Book Purchaser Survey
January 1976

1. Each week, over a period of 18 weeks, articles on "/lueri.an
Issues Forum" appeared in your local newspaper. Approximately,
how many of the 18 articles did you read? (If "pone",

‘ndicate by a ")

70U READ FEWER THAN 9 OF THE NEWSPAFER ARTICLES, ANSWER # 2:
2. Why didn't you rzad more of the newspaper articles?
CHECK ONE OR MCIF
1, material was dull, uninteresting
2. material was hard to understand
3. lacked tim:
b, forgot to lenk for them
Other TEES@HSﬁSpéCify,” o , N ;

3. Did anyone else 1n your household read any of the newspaper
articles? If "yes", how many articles did hé/ShE read?
(If "none", indlcatz2 by a "0"):

4, As you perhaps know, it was possible to obtaln univervjty credit

for vaking the course uvn "American Issues Forum" What was
your maln reason for nct enrolling in the cgurseﬁ
CHECK ONE

L. cost U, too much trouble to enroll,

e 2. don't need credlts - prepare for exams, etc,

- 3. lacked time 5, didn't know how to enroll

Other reasons-specify__ _ — — —
5. If the course had bYeen offered - ~~:-espondence, would you

have enrolled fer 1t? 1, yusy _ 7. no

6. "ow here are some questions about the READER and STUDY uUILE:
How did you first learn about thelr availability?
___1. new paper; 2. frilend*, relatives
D her scurces-asrecify e )

As of w1uls date, hew many of the 56 selections ‘in the READER
have rvu completed?_

8. How many persons, including yourself, have used the READER? ___

Y. Did ycu buy the STUDY GJIDE developed for use with the READER?
1. yes; ___2.no0

10, Was the READER avallable in one of your lec2al bookstores?
1. yes; 2. no __3. don't know

11. Assuming that you could have bought the READER either in a
local bockstore or by maill, which would you have preferred?
1. local bhookstore; 2., mail; 3. no preference




12, The price of the READER is $4.95. What 1s your opinion of the
price of the book? ____1. too high; ____ 2. about right

13. The price of ¥ STUDY GUIDE 1s $2.95. What is your opiniion
of the price .: the STUDY GUIDE? 1, too high;
__2. zbout right; 3. didﬁit”buy

14, Have any of your attitudes concerning the issues treated in
the READER and/or the STUDY GUID. changed as a : -sult of
reading the READER and/or the STUDY GUIDE?

1. yes; 2, no

15. Overall, how would you rate the level of difficulty of the
materials in the READER? Were they: 1, too difficult;
2. not difficult enough; 7 3. Just about right

16. Overall, how wo:ld you rate the level of difficulty of the
materials in th= STUDY GUIDE? Were they: 1. too difficult;
2, not difZicult enough; 3. Just about right;

B 4, didn't buy C

17. Overall, how satisfiled were .- . < the READER? Were you:
1. verw satisfled; . ..ily well satisi.ed;
3. ne ary satisfied™

1. v 'y satisfied; 2, fairly well satisfiled;
T3, not very satisfied; _ L, didn't buy

18. Overall, o.w ~atisfled were you witn t*.e STUDY GUIDE? Were you:

19. IF "NOT VERY SATISFIED" IN QUESTIONS 17 OR 18, rLEASE EXPLAIN
!

20. If you were to take a course by newspaper 1n another subject
would you like to have a READER and a STUDY GUIDE similar
tc the ones used in the ccurse on "American issues Forum"?
1. yes; ~2.No
TF ™YES", what Topics would you 1like of:icred in another
course?

21. Have you taken any extension, continuing education, or adult
education courses during the last 5 years?
_1. yes; 2. no

NOW HERE £i.. SEVERAL QUESTIONS WE NEED IN ORDER TO COMPLETL OUR
ctpyry, 7Y WILL BF USED FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY: ALL
TNFORMATISN WILL BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

22. What ag: group are you in? e 205 2. 20-30;
3. 31=-50; 4, 51-643; _  >. 5 or above

41



23. What was the highest grade you completed in school?
1. Junior high school; __ 2. high school;
3. some collegej _ 7£i g@llegé graduate;
5. graduate schooir

24. Sex: ____ 1. male; 2, female
25. Race: __ 1. Hegro; ___ 2. American Indian; 3. Oriental;

. NMexican or Spanish American; 5. “Cavcasian

26. Annual family income: ___1. under $10,000
2. $10,000-$14,9995 3. $15,000~$19,999;
) 4. $20.000=$24,999; 5. $25,000 or over
27. Population of your area of residence: _ 1, rural;
2. under 20,000; ___ 3. 20,000-1less than 200,000;

4, 200,000~ EDO 000; 5. over 500,000

CHOOSE EN? OF THE FOLLOWING PAPERBACKS AS YOUR GIFT. IT PROBABLY
WILL TATE AT LEAST A MONTH BEFORE YOU RECEIVE THE BOOK.

 THOMAS JEFFERSON ON DEMOCRACY by Saul K Padover (ed)

UP FROM SL:i /ZRY by Booker T. Washington

____AMERICA AND THE AMERICANS by John Steinbeck

THE BALLAD OF AMERICA by John Scout

WALDE! fMD OTHER WRITINGS by Henry Thoreau

25D BOOX TO (PRINT COR TYPE)
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D, I'xamination Results
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

I. Procedures

A1 colleces and universitizs offering the course for

{ =
& =

credit were urged to give a 30 item final cxamination; items

1-15 were bascd on the newspapr., articles and items 16-30 were

drawn from the Readexr

Tn addition, students were asked to supply informatien altout

age, sex, income, previous education, etc, Some students deictec

one or more of these demograp' i< .tems,
A total of 155 schools subm!’ _.d a total of 1,658 usable

IBY answer sheets for the tabulatiens which here are summarized.

=
L
[
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df

i}

21,81

- 1/1578

.01

Sex. Broken Down by Mean Total Score
¥ P

Mean Total Score SD N,
18,09 5.75 763
19.67 5.75 814
18,126 6,74 1577

D=2

01



v
A

W

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(3)

df

e

Age, Broken

51-64

65 and above

7.65

= 4/1568

01

Table 2

Mean Total Score

15,74

Down by Mean Total Score



Table 3

Previous Education, Broken Down by lMean Total Score

Previous
Education Mean Total Score 5.0,

(1 Junior iligh 14.50 7.53
School
(2) High School 1¢.77 6,18
{3) Sone icge 15.66 5.38
(4) C i1+ wraduate 20.58 G0
(5) Graduate Schonl 22.06 Sed
19.01 5 74



Table 4

Race, Broven Down by ezn Total Score

kace Mean Toral Score 5.D. N.
{1 Negro 14,81 6.26 83
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(3) Americsn ind an 15.74 6.14 23

(W]
-

(1) Latirno 17.1¢ 6.58%

(5) Caucasian 19,42 5.49 1401

19,01 5.74 1541
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Family Incone, Broken Down by bean Total Score

Family Income

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

et
]

df

Under “10,000
$10,000~14,999
$15,000-19,999
$20,000-24,999

$25,000 or over

9.15

471480

.01

Table 5

Mean Total Score

17.96
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Table 6

1]

Main Reason For Taking Course,

i

Broken Down by

’
G

Mean Total Scoue L,

* s | B, O o a g 7'
{1) Enrichrnent-intcrest 18.96 5,91
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e
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A
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(2) vork for Degrec
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(3) PProfessional
Advancement
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Table 7
Other Extension Courses Taken,

Broken Down By Mean Total Score

Other Extension

Courses Taken M>an Total Score sS.D. Ne
(1) Yes 19,25 5.58 1131
(Z) No 15.84 5,84 404

19,14 5,65 1535
F = 1,56
df = 1/1535
ns

97




Table 8
Other Media Courses Taken (TV, Radio),

Broken Down by Mean Total Score

faken in )
lia Mean Total Score 5.0,

18,71 5.72

19,15 5.76

19.02 5.75

08

467

1086

1553



Number of Years Since Last Educational Experience,

Table 9

Broken Down by Mean Total Score

No, of Years

(1) Less than 5 years
{2) 5-10 years

(3) 11-15 years

(4) 16-20 years

{5) Z1 or more years

df = 1561

p.o 05

Mean

Total 5Score

19.13
18.60
16,93
17,68

19.57

09

D-10




Table 10

Size of Community of Residence,

(1) Rural

{2) Under 20,000
(%) 20,000-200,000
(4) 200,000~500,000

(5) Owver 500,000

F = 4.68

4/1541

[l
1]

p- -01

Related to rean Total Score

lMean Total Score

1§.14
18.36
19,28
19.35

20.01

i p—

18.99

100

p-11

6.19
5.76
5.74
5.16
5.63

5.76



Table 11
Evaluation of Quantity of Course Materials,

Broken Down b Mean Total Score

Was Quantity of

Course llaterials: Mean Total Score s.D, N.
(1) Too great 17,59 5.59 262
(Z2) About right 19,58 5.57 1211
(3) Insufficient 16,50 5.23 60

19,12 5.63 1533
F = 20,70

191

D-12




Table 12
Preference for More Contact Sessions for

Discussion of Issues, Related to Mecan Total

Would you prefer
more contact sessions Mean Total Score S.D.
(1) Yes 18,74 5.49
(2) No 19,37 5,96
19,02 5.71

5-15

102

868
685

1553



Table 13
Evaluation of Course's Stimulation of Interest in

Taking Other Courses, Related to Mean Total Score

Did Course stimulate
interest in taking 7
octher courses Mean Total Score s.D, N.

(1) Yes 19.31 5.80 1267

(2) No 17.46 5.25 293

18.96 5.74 1560
F = 25.06

df = 1/1560

p- 01

103




Table 14
Change of Attitudes Concerning Issues Resulting from
Taking Course, Related to Mean Total Score

Have attitudes

changed? Mean Total Score S5.D, N,
(1) Yes 19,35 5.74 926
(2) No 18,51 5.62 632

18,99 5.70 1558
F = 7,67

df = 1/1558

D-15

1014




Profile of Persons Taking Course for Credit

Sex:
(1) Male

(2) Female
Total

Age:

(1) Under 20
(2) 2G6-3¢C
(3) 31-50
(4) 51-64

.CSJ 65 and above

Total

Previous education:
(1) Junior high school
(2) High school

(3) Some college

(4) College graduate

(5) Graduate school

Total

10
65

105

n-16



4.

5.

6.

Race:

(1) Negro

(2) Oriental

(3) American Indian
(4) Latin groups

(5) Caucasian

Total

Annual family income:

(1) Under $10,000
(2) $10,000-14,999
(3) $15,000~19,999
(4) $20,000~24,0299

(5) $25,000-over
Total

Main reason f{or taking course:
(1) Enrichment or interest
(2) Working on degree

(3) Professional advancement

Total

106

D-17

91

100%

16%

100%



“Hlave you taken any other extension, or continuing education
adult education courses?"

(1) Yes 745
(2) No 26
Total 100%
"Have you taken any TV, radic or other media courses?”
(1) Yes 30%
{2) No 70
Tozal 100%

sumber of years since your last fgrwal education experience
(1nclud ng extension classes).

(1) Less than 5 years 82%
(2) 5-10 years 8
(3) 11-15 years 3
(4) 16-20 years 2
(5) 21 or more years | 4
Total 100%

D-18
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10, Size of your area of residence:
(1) Rural 19%
(2 Under 20,000 20
(3) 20,000-200,000 32
(4) 200,000-=500,000 16

(5) Cver 500,000 13

Total 100%

11, VWas the quantity of course materials:
(1) Too great 17%
(2) About right 78

(3) Insufficient 4

Total: 100%

12, VWould you prefer more contact sessions for discussion of
issues? '

(1) Yes 56%
(2) No ‘ 44

Total 100%




13, Did this course stimulate your
(ofrany kind) in the future?

(1) Yes
(2) No

Total

interest in taking other courses

81%
19

100%

14, Ilave your attitudes concerning the issues treated in the
course changed as a result of your taking this course?

(1) Yes

{2) No

Total

1069
D-20

59%
41

100%



COURSES BY NEWSPAPLER
AMERICAN ISS5UES FORUM T

December 1975

Questions 1-15 are based on newspaper articles and questions 16-30 relate

to material in the American Issues Forum Reader. There is only one correct ansver
for each question. ~Enter all ansvers on the answer sheet, using a #2 pencil. If
you erase, do a thorough job.

1. Which one of the following statements is false? The American Indian
population: (1) declined from the 17th through 19th centuries mainly because
of losses in war; (2) numbwzred as much as 10 million in the area morth of the
Rio Crande River in the time of Columbus; (3) has increased since 1900; (&)
1ived mainly by hunting and gathering before the coming of the white man.

2. Cultural pluralism: (1) reduces ethnic conflict; (2) calls for the
"melting pot'' approach to the reconciling of group diversity; (3) is a term
which is synonymous with the term Yassimilation"; (4) has been made to seem
more desirable by the rapid advance of “assimilation" in the 1940s and 1950s.

3. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) the early Puritans
were good farmers; (2) the colonists who settled the Southwest in the last
years of the 16th century lived on vast ranches; (3) most small farmers in
the Colonial South were more interested in raising cattle than in commercial
agriculture; (4) the South had 3 well-developed urban culture before the
Revolutionary War.,

4. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) freedom of speech
is guaranteed by the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution; (2) after the civil
wars of the 1640s in England, absolute sovereignty was transferred from the
monarch to the people; (3) the authors of the Fitrst Amendment thought that
national unity grew out of resolved conflict, not enforced conformity; (4)
the threat to freedom of speech has come exclusively from right-wing political
elements.

5. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) at the time of
the American Revolution, English newspapers were liable to punishment for
- publishing matter offensive to the authorities; (2) freedom of the press is
assured by the First Amendment to the Constitution; (3) the Supreme Court
decision in the Near v. Minnesota case held that the due process clause of the
14th Amendment safeguarded the liberty of press and speech from state action;
(4) the Supreme Court held in the 1960s that public figures cannot collect
damages for libel even if the published statements are untrue, and written
maliciously or'with the grossest negligence,

6. The Fourth Amendment to the Constitution: (1) protects people
against unreasonable searches and seizures; (2) permits entry into private
homes without warrants in time of war or civil emergency; (3) permits the
police to letain a suspect for up.to 72 hours before bringing him before a
magistrate; (4) specifically states that evidence obtained by unreasonable
search and seizure in state trials is not a violation of the federal Consti~
tution.
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7. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) the Civil Rights
Act of 1875 declared that all persons are entitled to full and equal enjoyment
of inns, public conveyances, and places of amusement; (2) Jim Crow segregation
in publlic facilities was judicially justified on the basis of the ''separate but
equal” doctrine during the first half of this century; (3) World War II, and
the economic and political gains of Blacks as a result of it, strengthened thelr
fight for full equality; (4) the "one man, one vote' doctrive, affirmed by the
Supreme Court in the election of state legislatures, increascd the power of
rural areas. :

8. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) appointment to
the Supreme Court was highly coveted during Washington's administration; (2)
Washington, D.C. was a city of fine houses, paved streets, and affluent living
in the early 1800s; (3) average length of service in the House of Representa-
tives was much longer in the early 1800s than it is at present; (4) in 1971
the federal government had more than 5 million employees, almost 7 percent of
the labor force.

9. Which one of the following statemenrs is false? (1) George Washington
wanted to be called "His Mightiness'; (2) the Founding Fathers' mingled fear
of, and desire for, centralized power has shaped the institution of the
Presidency; (3) the Articles of Confederation provided for a strong chief
executive: (4) early drafts of the Constitution granted Congress sole power
to make war. : 7

10. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) turnout of
registered voters was higher in the 19ch century than in recent years; (2)
ticket splitting has been decreasing in the last 30 years; (3) social service
and other forms of help at the precinct level were commonpiace at the beginning
of the 20th century; (4) more than 90 percent of all federal jobs are no longer
subject to patronage.

11. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) Watergate and
Vietnam brought sharply to public notice the growing concentration of power
i{n the Executive Branch of the federal government; {2) Doris Kearns recommends
increase in the power of the Supreme Court as the best way of checking the
power of the President; (3) the fragmented committee structure of Congress
has weakened its budget planning ability: (4) i the early 1960s many liberals
felt that the Presidency lacked sufficient power.

12. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) many 20th century
social reforms, such as workman's compensation and no fault auto insurance, were
introduced as state, not national measures; (2) President Grant's administra-
tion, at the time of the first Centennial, was a period of domestic prosperity
and tranquility: (3) 10% of the American people now receive more than half of
the national income; (4) Tilden became President in 1876.

13. John B. Jackson, discussing the landscape of ecology, wrote that: (1)
the current overall purpose is to replace an individual relationship with the
environment by a social or collective one; (2) the Tennessee Valley Authority
debilitated the land of Appalachia and caused most of its economic troubles;
(3) the influence of the automobile on the environment has been greatly exag=
gerated; (4) it probably already is too late to achieve a habitable environ-—
ment for humans Ln this country.

1
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14. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) the largest mass
arrest in U.S. history took place in 1798 when the Alieu and Sedition Act was
passed; (2) Congress adopted measures restricting freedom of speech and
assembly in the years following World War ITI3 (3) a person can be arrested
without an arrest warramt if there is probable cause to charge that person with
a crime; (4) "privacy" is not specifically guaranteed by the Constitution.

15. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) the "separate
but equal" doctrine regarding educational facilisies for the ''vhite and colored"
races was adopted by the Supreme Court in 18683 (!) the most important single
{nfluence in the rise of Black political power after the Civil Wa: was the mass
migration that took place in the middle years »f the 20th rentury from rural to
urban areas; (3) the Supreme Court's decisios in Brown v. Boar«: of Education
of Topeka (1954) was made in reference to the 1l4th Amendment; (&) the decision
in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka applied only to public schools, but
the reasoning behind it applied with almost equal force to othe¢ public
facilitles.

16. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) the concept of
group libel is now generally accepted in the laws of most states; (2) in matters
of freedom of speech, Jefferson held that the concern should he with deeds,
not words; (3) the Schenck v. United States decision in 1919 held that a '"clear
and present danger" justified the defendant's conviction for anti-war activity;
(4) the Supreme Court has consistently rejected government attempts to censor
materials before publication, as in its verdict in New York Times Co. V- Unieead
States in the Pentagon Papers case.

17. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) in the Johnson v.
United States case, involving federal narcotic law violation, the Supreme Court
held that a search warrant should have been obtained prior to entry; (2) the
Supreme Court dacision in the Gideon case guaranteed counsel in state criminal
proceedings to indigent defendants; (3) the Supreme Court decision in the
Escobedo case requires that an accused person have the right to request counsel
of an attorney before police interrogation; (4) the Supreme Court has ruled
repeatedly that wiretapping {s unconstitutional, even if warrants are obtained
in advance by law officers.

18. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) Barxy Goldwater, Jr.
favors creation of a natiomnal data bank using Social Security numbers as the
indexer; (2) in the last quarter of the 19th century, Northern Liberals fought
hard for the rights of Southern Negroes; (3) the "separate but equal” doctrine,.
adgpted by the Supreme Court at the end of the 19th century, provided the legal
foundation for racial segregation; (4) racial segregation in the South declined
sharply in the first half of the 20th century. C

19. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) is a Supreme Court case:
(1) dealing with teacher tenure; (2) in which the Court upheld the doctrine of
"geparate but equal facilities" for school children of different races; (3) in
which the Court tuled that separate facilities for school children of different
races Js inherently unequal treatment; (4) concerned with the teaching of
evolution in the public schools.
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20. Which one of the following is not guaramteed by the Bill of Rights?
(1) the right to a speedy and publis trial; (2) cruel and unusual punishment
shall not be inflicted; (3} searches and selzures are permitted only after
the issuance of proper warrants; {4) all white males age 21 or over shall have
the right te vote.

21. Alexander Hamilton: {1y regarded the judiciary as basically more
power ful than the executive and legislative branches of government; ({2)
believed in a weak federal government; (3) was fearful of rule by the people;
(4) opposed permanent tenure for judges.

22. Which one of the following statements is false? (1) Pfeffer claims
that the struggle for religious freedom in the Unit=d States essentially has
been won; (2) English law in 1791, as described by Blackstone, permitted
freedom of publication but did not exempt the press from subsequent punishment
if printed material was found pernicious by a jury; (3) the Federalists
vigorously opposed the Allen and Sedition Acts at the close of the 18th century;
(4) Chaplinsky v. New Hampshire (1942) is a case in which the Supreme Court
refused to uphold the right of a man to use insylting language.

23. Which one of the folloving statements is true? (1) Hamilton, at the
time of the debate over the ratification of the Comstitution, asserted that
the proposed powers of the President were abeout the same as those of George III;
(2) President Andrew Jackson held himself alesf from the crowds who came to see
him during his travels; (3) Schlesinger alleges that Nixon was attempting to
establish a "plebiscitary Presidency'; (4) Jefferson, at the -time of the
Constitutional Convention, favored a three-man Executive Committee (Speaker of
House, President of Senate, Chief Justice of Supreme Court) instead of the
office of President.

24. Which one of the fellowing statements is false? (1) the civil rights
of women have been expanded by invoking the l4th Amendment to the Constitution;
(2) in 1873 the Supreme Court upheld a law forbidding women to practice law;
(3) there is no marked difference in the absenteeism rates of employed men
and women; (4) most states' unemployment compensation statutes mow permit
unemployment compensation to women who become unemployed while they are pregnant.

25, #Which one of the following statements 1s false? (1) Eisenhower strongly
supported the Warren Court's stand on school segregation; (2) the Supreme
Court, in its Brown II decision, laid down the principle of "all deliberate
speed'' in achieving school desegregation; (3) Senator Sam Ervin, Jr. opposes
the Equal Rights Amendment because it would strike down many laws which are
advantageous to women, such as those relating to support and military service;
(4) Myra Wolfgaug believes that the Equal Rights Amendment may achieve "equality

26, Which one of the following was not a major area of concern of the
Wavrenm Supreme Court? (1) school desegregation; (2) reapportionment of state
legislatures; (3) criminal "due process" procedures; (4% limitations on
campaign expenditures.
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27. In your Reader, which one of the following alternatives for conducting
foreign affairs received the most support? (1) exclusive Presidential control
over foreign affairs; (2) close collaboration between the President and
Congress in formulating and carrying out foreign policy; (3) exclusive Con-
gressional control over foreign affairs; (4) creatlon of a joint House-Senate 8
Foreign Affairs Committee, chaired by the President. '

28. Which one of the following statements is true? (1) inter-racial
marriages between white men and Indian women were extremely rare during the
Colonial period in the South; (2) the fur trade was of major Importance in
the Virginia economy of the 1620s; (3) the Anglican Church sent hundreds of
missionaries to the American colonies to convert the Indians to Christianity;
(4) English policy in regard to the Indians was to assimilate them into European
culture imsofar as possible.

2¢. 1In the Reader selection on "The New Colossus,'" John Higham informs us
that: (1) the Statue of Liberty was a gift to America from the people of
Great Britain; (2) there was much opposition to mass immigration in the early
decades of the 20th century, culminating in the Immigration Act of 1924; (3)
Emma Lazarus received national recognition during her lifetime for her poem,
“ite New Colossus': (4) the lmmigration Act of 1924 still stands as natiomal
policy in the area of immigration.

30. The term "Megalopolis': (1) is exemplified by the city of New York;

{2) is synonymous with the term "Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area'; (3)
refers to efforts by city politicians to dailn control over surround-

ing areas; (4) has been applied to an area along the Northeastern Atlantic
seaboard with a total population of about 37 million people in 1960.

Since this is a pioneer course by newspaper, we are attempting to evaluate
its effectiveness. The following questions are included for that purpose.
Please enter your answers in the appropriate spaces on the IBM answer shest.
You hawe our firm assurance that your answers will be used for statistical
analysis only.

31. Sex: {1, male: (2) female
32. Age: (1) under 20j (2) 20-30; (3) 31-50; (4) 51=64; {5) 65 or above

33, Previcus education (highest level completed): (1) junior high school;
(2) high school; (3) some college; (4) college graduate; (5) graduate school

34. Race: (1) Negro; (2) Criental: (3) American Indian; (4) Mexican
or Spanish-American; (5) Caucasian .,

15. Annual family income: (1) under $10,000; (2) $10,000-14,999; (3)
515,000-19,999; (4) $20,000-24,999; (5) $25,000 or over
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16. Main reason for taking this course: (1) enrichment or personal interest;
(2) working towards a degree; (3) professional advancement

37. Have vou taken any other extension, or continuing education, or adult
education ccurses? (1) ves; (2) no

18. Have vou taken any TV, radio or other media courses? (1) yes; (2} no
19, Numher of vears since your last formal educational experience (including
Extension courses): (1) less than 5 years; (2) 5-10 years; (3) 1l-15 years;

(&) 16-20 years: (5) 21 or more years

40. Size of your area of residence: (1) rural; (2) under 20°,000; (3)
20,000-less than 200,000; (4) 200,000-500,000; (5) over 500,000

4). Was the quantity of course materials: (1) too great; (Z) about right;
{.) insufficient

47, Wou!ld vou prefer more contact sessions for discussion of 1issues?
{1) ves; (2) no

43. Did this course stimulate your interest in taking other courses {of
any kind) in the furure? (1) yes; (2) no

44. Wave wour attitudes concerning the issues treated in the course changed
as A result of vour taking this course? (1) yes; (2) no

e the back of the IBM answer sheet for your comments about the
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I, Procedures

The Course Coordinators' Survey and the Instructors'
Survey took place May 6 through June 30, 1976. On lay 6
questionnaires for the two surveys were mailed to each of the
155 schools which participated in Courses by Newspaper,

On June 2 reminder letters and additional questionnaires
were mailed to the schools which had not yet responded. By
June 28, 102 Instructors' Survey questionnaires and 112
Ceﬁrse Coordinators' Survey questionnaires had been received
and were tabulated,

Twelve schools did not return questionnaires but
explained why they did not participate in the survey.

Three questionnaires arrived too late for tabulation,



II, Instructors' Survey-Sunmary of Results

1, Hew would you rate the text used in the course?

(1) Outstanding 174
(2) Good 77
(3) Oaly f{air 10
(4) Poor 1

Total 100%

2. llas the Study Guide been useful to your students?

(1) Yes 59%
(2) No 8
(53) lon't know 33

Total 16045

3. Pid you supplerent the euwucational raterials referred to
above with additional texts, readings or other assignments?

(1) Yes 39%

(2) No 61

Total 100%
118
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IF "WES", PLEASL SPECIFY

Additional texts, reuuings, or other assignments:

(1) Readings 694
(2) Papers 15
(3) Seminars 7
(4) Library research 5
(5) Films 3
(6) Lectures 3
Total ' 100%

4, How would you rate the newspaper articles that appecared
in conjunction witl the course?

(1) Outstanding 20%
(2) Gonod 69
(3) Only Fair 11
(4) DPocr 0
Total 100%

I[F "ONLY FAIR'" OR "POOR", why do you so rate the newspaper
articles? '

(1) Too simplistic 84%
(2) Biased 8
(3) Assunes the reader knows 8
too nmuch e
Total 100%
119
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5. Were any special programs offered in conjunction with the
Fall 1975 American Issues Forum I course?

(1) Yes 21%
(2) No 79
Total 100%
[F "YES", PLEASE DESCRIBE THER!H ‘

(1) Discussion 325
(2) Lectures 21
(3) Radio series 16
(4) Filns 16
(5) Readings 5
(6) Other: papers, research 10
Total 100%

6, wia you shov any of the filns prepareu for the American
[ssues Foru:r hy the Daucaticnal Filno Libtrary Association?

(1) Yes 5%
(2) No ( 92%
Total 100%
IF "NO'", WHY DIDN'T YOU USE THE FILMS?
(1) Not enough time 23%
(2) Didn't know about them 21
(3) lﬁcugvenient-tc@ much trouble 18
(4) Class structure not geared to 12
£ilms ’
(5) Films unavailable 11
(6) Class too snall 6
(7) Lack of interest 6

Lo

'8) Lxponse 3
(8) lLxpeonse 120
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7. Would you lte interested in receiving, in the future,
' specially preprared tilm lists for Courses by Newspaper?

(1) Yes 71%
(2) No 29
Total 100%

8. Yere there any kinds of teaching aids, not supplied to you,
that would have helped you 1f availlable?

(1) Yes 194
(2) Ho 81
Total 100%
IF "YES'", PLLEASE SPECIFY
(1) Instructor's rmanual 33%
(2) Annotated Liltliographies 20
(3) Other aunswers: tapes, f{iln 47
strips, nore lasic texts,
stucont culucs, Sadlcs -
Totel 100%
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II1. Course Coordinators' Survey-Summary of Results

low did you [irst learn about Courses by Newspaper?
(1) UCSD nailing 36% \
(2) Collegc personnel 18
(3) Newspaper 17
(4) Already participating in 10
progran
(5) Covermisent agency ' 5
(6) Another schiool 3
(7) Other answers: word of mouth, 11
media ads
Total 100%

y ¢ic yoeu aeciue to participate in Courses by Vewspaper?

(1) Educdational, interesting 23%
(2) Innovative 18
(3) To provide a public service 17
(4) To attract non-traditional 15

students and those who cannot
come toO canpus :

(5) To help observe the Bicentennial 7

(6) Past success in Courses by 7
Newspaper

(7) To offer credit 2

(8) Daﬁ't know, not ny decision 11
Total 100%




5, iow was the course promoted? CHECK ONE OR HORE

(1) Newspaper publicity , 95%
(2) Included in regular catalog 58

or brochure of courses

(3) Special brochure or preoniotional 51

piece
(4) Special mailing ; 22
(5) Padio-TV spots v 19
(6) Other answers: 3Senior Citizens 5

Center, worae cof wmouth,

Bicentennial Commission

Fercentages total to rore than 100 because of rultiple
answers

4, If a special railing and/or special distribution of

: . P ; HE - p : : :
printed promctional materials was made, whe vere the
torjet yporulations?

(1) Students, forrer students 70%

(2) Faculty, adnministrators 43

(3) General public 7 13

(4) Continuing, evening and part- 13
time students

(5) Retirees; senior citizens 9

(6) Newspaper subscribers 4

Percentagés total to more than 100 because of multiple answers

L-7




5. Did informational naterial about the course reach you in
sulficient tire for inclusion in your catalog of regular
course lisina.?

(1) Yes 65%

(2) o 35

-

Total 100%
IF 50" TO # 5, “hat was your catalog deudline?
(1) January 32
(2) Felruary 14

1 22

Mo

(3) tarc
(4) Apr

(5) “ay

1 10

fdn

(6) Junc ;
(7) July 3
() Aunust .
(9) October 5
(10) November 3

(11) December 10

Total 100%
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6. Do you neccd an avvance copy of the text in order te obtain
acadenic approvai for the course?

(1) Yes 43%
(2) No 57
Total 100%

IF "YES"™ TO # ¢, iiow rany months before the start of a course

would vou nced to receive the text?

[Ea]
ot

(1) 1 wonth

"
-
]

(2) 2 monthls

{3} 3 months 30
(4) 4 months 11
(5) 5 months 7
(6) 6 months 22
(7) 12 nonths 4

Total 1609

[F"YES" T3 # ¢, .ould some kind of substitute for the text,
such as a cectailec¢ table of contents or a sample chapter,
suffice for obtaining approval?

(1) Yes 805
(2) No 11
Total 100%




7. How can the adninistrative packet sent you by Courses by

Newspaper Le made more uscful

(1) Send it carlier

(2) Have more faculty guidlincs
(3) Provide more material

(4) Improve relcases

(5) tiave more specific information

(U) Have more intormation akout other

‘schools' experiences with the course

—
ol
L

Silliagrapky

o,
[icie]
L

Satisfiecd/no suangestions

Total

ot
”

L]

g
~J

100%

In your copinion, how cffective was the newspaper's promotion

of the Fall 1975 Course by Newspaper in your area?

(1) Very efrective
(2) Sorneviat elicctive
(5) Somevhat incf{fective

(4) Very incffective

Total

E-10
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what did the newspaper do to promote the course?

A, IN ADVAXCE OF THE COURSE?

(1) Prometional ads

(2) Yore than onc article ahout ccurse
(3) One article about course

(4) Brict announcenents

(., Very little/nothing

(6) Put cut lesflets

16
6

1

Percentages total to more than 100 because of multiple answers,

13

3, WHILE THE COURSE 8AS IN PROGRESS

(1) Nothinc/very little

(2) Reminders and follow=ups
(3) Articles

(4) Promotional ads

(5) Brief announccnents

Percentarcs total to riore than 100 because of n

127
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10, iiew could the newspaper's promoticnal activities have been
made more etffective?

(1) ’tore articles 9
fz) 'tore coverage whil~ course 9
was in progress
(3) Mere pronmnotion in advance 8
(4) “ore enphasis cn naterial, larger 3
teadlines
(5) ‘ore intorraticn about the course 4
(6) Ads in cther redia 3
(7) liorc ccopcration with school 1
(8) Promotion adequate-no suggestions 58
Total - 100%

11. 21d you do anything special to pronote this Course by News-
payer that you don't usually do with other courses?

(1) Yes 532
(2) Yo 47
Total ‘ | 100%
I[F "YES", What did yourdc?
(1) Special mailings 47%
(2} Ads 33
(3) Talked to civic groups 7
(4) Special registration proceaure 5
(5) Posters 5
(6) Lower tuition 2
(7) Extra catalog spacc 1
Total o i 100%
13&
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12, Do you have a special academic category for nedia=-
related courses, sach as Courses by Newspaper, Or are
such courscs aiven by traditional departments?

(1) Given by traditimnal departments 67%
{2) Special acadenic cdte;ory 17

Other answers: e¢xtension; independent 1€
stuey; intordepartnental stuuy;

¥
Serlnur proygrals

fan
ol
[

Total 1008

15, that do you thinl is the best length for a Course ULy
Newspaper?
(1) Less than 10 wecks 35
(2) Ten = 12 weeks 33

L]
£~

(3) Thirtcen-106 wecks

b

(4) “ore tuain lou wecrs

s m———

160%

o

._
o
+

L1, sov orany units of credit, if any were piven for the course?
(1) YNcne ; : 38
(2) One unit 4
(3) Two units 40
(4) Three units ’ 45

(5) Yorc than 3 units 8

Total 100%

o E-13
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s this coeurse feor:

15. =

]

5

(i) senester crecil

~0
"y
e

(2) Juarter credit 21

————

Total 100%

16, “hat kird of credit, it any, was given for this Course
by Newspaper?

(1) Undersraduate dearec credit 945%
(2) “on=credit 6
(3) Extersion or continuins education 24

crecit
(4) Teacher's certificate credit 10

(5) Craduate crecit

17, il vew attor ot to errell advince olacerent hiiegh schocl

(1) vee 175

Total _ 100%

18. In retrospect, what 1s your opinion of the tuition fee?
(1) Too hish 5%
(2) Too lovu 3

{:3) About ri;;hL 92

Total 1004

IF FEL "TOO IIIGII" OR "TOO LOW", What do you think it should have
been?

The nunber of respondents in this catecory was so small that

no orcakdown was attenpted. Suggpested [ees were as follovws:
$20., $50., free

ElillC E-14
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10, Yas therec a lower tultion fee for senior citizens taking
the course?
(1) Yes 30%
(2) Mo 70
Total 100%
IF Tal:i JASHA Lo CHARGE FoR SENIOR CITIZENS, What was the

tuition fee for scenicr citizens?

(1) sl1s. 8%

(2) talf price 3
(3) v2n. 3

(4) s4o0. 3

(5) $2. per unit 3
(6) 55. 3

(7) Free 77

Tutul

a0 <hat vas toe tuition fee for the coursc fer the general
public?

(1) Less than $10 5%
(2) $10-19 | 9
(3) $20-29 15
(4) $30-39 13
(5) $40-49 23
(6) $50-59 5
(7) $

(8) $70-79 6

(9) $80 and over .5

Total | 1003




21, sere contact se¢ssion open to the general public?

(1} Yes

(2) No

Teotal

-« Di< you use the essav questions that werc
thae course?

]
]

Total

i

23, udid you use the nultiple choicc questions
se? ‘ ’

for the cours
(1) e
(23 Yesz, wid-torm only

(3) Yes, tinal cxam only

{(4) Yoeu, totn nideterr and tinal exan

Tetal

e -3
gL

48

it
—
el

[y
3 =
]

Bl
I-J

54

1003

24, would you like to continue to receive multiple choice
examlnations tor use in Courses by Newspaper?

(1) No
(2) Yes, mid-term only
(3) Yes, final ecxam only

(4) Yes, hoth mid-tern and final cexan

Total

O
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100%



wewspaper that was not {ully satis
be impreved?

()

25, was there anything in your relatloaship wita Courses by
tactory or that could

[
st
!

[

Iv "VEs", PLLAsL =PRCIEY

LW N
o

(1) rtablicity snoula have Leen recelved 5
carlicr

fmed!
[

(2) cteridls should lLave bLeen received
carlicr

e
et
L
it
o

iiming should have leen better co-
ordvinateu

Iy

(4) There wasn't enouyl tine 9

ol

(5) There wasn't eroutlh contact 4

Total 100%

S0. odG you catesdlan Or Lodataln a cuntinuing relationship
vith tle pevspager cwltor or representative throughout

tiic perica ol tie course, inforuing this person ol on-

coing activities, enrollnent, etc.?

(1) Yes 77%

(2) Vo 23

Total 100%
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Newspaper
future?

27. Bascd on your cxverience
I

, what
do to rale the procrant rore su
(1) tave raterial available ecarlier 125

(2) bEncouraze norc newspapers to carry 12
the coursn

-
L]

Ihorove to;ics: pore variety; more
suecific, morve Shisticated materinl;
ave snlgjoct® oatenl w1il f1t ointo

ceentlar curviogliunr

—

[irove nublicifty: national publicity; 5

ol aancuncer 2nts

,.
e
et
o
oy ¥
D

frd

(5) Shterten copy

(6) <o suzrestions 66

Percentages total to rore than 100 because of multiple ansvers
28, “hat was veur earolirent for the course?

(1) 1-9 339

(2) Lo-1¢ ; 21

(33 20=3f

(4) 40-76 , 18

(5) 80 and above 15

Total 100%

Yere you satisfied with this enrolirent?

to
et

[ 3]
Loyl
PY]

{l1) Yes

(2) Mo 64

Total 100%

O
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30, To what (o vou attribute your success or lack of it
in outainine stueonts

22 respondents incicate’ that the program was stecessful
¥ il

3
"1 }talnln*} stuuos

(1) Proiwoticin: publicity, advertisineg 50

{3) evelty ol non truditional 14
presentation

(+) J20F carpus stucents coule tenellt 9
(5) Cood teouclers 9
[6) Lewer tuitieon 5

Perccntases total to rore than 100 Lecause of multiple answvers

30 ros g“ucﬂt% EL;icatLﬁ that the proran was nct
o T

successful in cltalnin~ students
(1) Pecr sreroetion: inlecqguete; too late 57"

to o Giel.ouol

ot
iry

(2) e troditicnal appreaci, puclic
lack oif understanuing

(3) Competing educational opportunities 8

(4) Students expected easy credits, were 5
disappointed

(5) Newspaupers with poor circulation 5
carried course

(6) Students too scattered geegraphically 5

(7) Public not interested in topic 5

Total " 100%

El{llC 135
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53 on your experilence, vhat can be done
students to Ccurses by Newspaper?

(1) i‘ore ccrnunity publicity
¢2) Larlier publicity

5) Different subject matter

I

4) .lorc vord of mouth publicity
(5) Provide rnore cuidelines

[t} nave tore wallings

(7) Conviuace paper of nceu

(o) Lnroell wilgn school sen

10Trs

)

{9) Jo sugpcestions

Perceiitages total to niore than 100 because

TO0 attract more

18%

Loyl

L]

72

of multiple answ
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COURSES BY NEWSPAFPER
American Issues Forum I-Fall 1975
Amerjcan Society in the Making
Instructors Survey

How would you rate the text used in the course?
Cutstanding - Only fair
____ Good —_ Poor

If "only fair" or "pcor", why do you so rate the text?

Has the Study CGulde been useful to your students?
Yes ___No ____Don't know

Did yecu svownlement the educational materials referred to above
with additicaal texts, readings or other assigiuments?
Yes ~__No

If "yes", please specify.

How would you rate the newspaper articles that appeared in
ceirtjuastion with the course?

, Jutatending ~ Only fair

T Thoad " Poor

If "cnly fair" or "poor", why do you so rate the newspaper
articles?

s

Were any sneclal programs offered in conjunction with the
Fall 1975 f~erican Issues Forum I course? If "yes", please

Did you show any of the films prepared for the American Issues
Forurm by the Educatlonal Film Library Assoclation?
les -~ No '

If "no", why didn't you use the films?

Would you be intzrested in receiving, in the future, specially

" prerered rilm lisits for Courses by Newspaper?



8. Were there any kinds of teaching alds, not supplied to you,
that would have helped you if available? If iyes", pleasc
specify. '

Name of course instructor _ L _ I

College or University

City__ e State__

Zlp code__ _ _

Date

RETURN TO: Dr,., Oscar J. Kzplan
Courses ty Newipaper
P.0. Box 15338
San Diego, Calif. 92115
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' COURSES 'BY' NEWSPAPER
American Issues Forum I=-Fall 1975
American Soclety in the Making
Course Coordinators Survey

[ aed

How did you first learn about Courses by Newspaper?
2. Why did you declde to particlipate in Courses by Newspaper?

3. How was the course promoted? (check one or more)

Radio~TV spots ~__Special brochure or
o - promotional pilece
~ Newspaper publicity
o ~ Posters
Included in regular catalog
or brochure of courses ~_Speclal malling

Other (specify) —— L I

4, If a special malling and/or speclal distribution of printed pro-
motlional materials was made, who were the target populations?

5. Did informational materlal about the course reach you 1n sufficient
time for inclusion in your catalog of regular course listings?

Yes i . No

If "no", what was your catalog aéadllnﬁ?wr R o

6. Do you need an advance copy of the text in order to obtain
academic approval for the course?

7Yes _No

If "yes'": How many months before the start of a course would
you need to recelve the text?

If "yes": Would some kind of substitute for the text, such as
a detailed Table of Contents or a sample chapter, suffice for
ohtalning approval?

iﬁes 7:7NQ

/+ How can the administrative packet sent you by Courses by
Newspaper be made more useful?




8. In your opinion, how effective was the newspaper's promotion
A" +va Fall 1975 Course by Newspaper in your area?

__ _Very effective ~ Somewhat ineffective
—___ Somewhat effectilve —_Very ineffective

9. What did the newspaper do to promote the course?
(a) In advance of the coul'se?

(b) While the course was 1in progress?

10, How could the newspaper's promotlonal activitlies have been made
more effective?

11. Did you do anything special to promote this Course by Newspéper
that you don't usually do with other courses? If "yes":
What did you do?

12, Do you have a special academlic categery for media-~related
courses, such as Courses by Newspaper, or are such courses
given by traditional departments?

~ S8Special academic category
— Given by traditional departments
___Other (specdfy) _______ o

13. ‘What do you think 1s the best length for a Course by Newspape??
weeks

14, How many units of credit, 1f any, were given for the course?

15. Was this for: _____ Semester credlit ______Quarter credit?
16. What kind of credit, if any, was given for this Course by
Newcpaper?
!_ﬁrVﬁ&ergraduate degree credlt
~ lon-nredit
T Trtaslon or continuing education credit
T Trasher's certificate credit
. there (specify) S
17. Did you attempt to enroll advance placement high school
students in the course?
Yes ‘ - No

18. In retrospect, what 1s your opinion of the tultlon fee?
~ Too high
Q;:,Tog low ___Avout right

If fee was too high or too low, what do you think it should
have been? e
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19.

24,

P
4
»

26.

27.

Was there a lower tultion fee for senior citizens taking the
enurie? 7
~ Yes ___No

If there was a lower charge for senlor citizens, what was the
tuition fee for senlor citizens? o

What was the tultion fee for the course for the general public?

Were contact sessions open to the general public?
Yes ~ No
If "yes", were newspaper readers informed that they could -
attend the contact sesslons without charge?
___Yes ___No

Did you use the essay questions that were supplied for the course?
~ Yes - No

Did you use the multiple cholce questions that were supplied
for the course?
~ No ) ~_Yes, final exam only
—Yes, mid-term only ~ Yes, both mid-term and
- final exam

Would you like to continue to receive multiple choice examin-
atlons for use 1n Courses by Newspaper?

~_ No ~_Yes, final exam only _
"~ Yes, mid=term only ~_Yes, both mid-term and

- : final éxam

Vas there anything in your relationshlp with Courses by
Newspaper that was not fully satisfactory or that could be
improved? If "yes", please specify.

Did you establish or maintain a continulng relationship with
the newspaper editor or representative throughout the period
of the course, informing this person of ongolng activities,
enrollment, etc.?

Yes ~ No

Based on your experience, what can Courses by Newspaper do
to make the program more successful in the future?
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What was your enrollment for the course?

]
fu.a]
»

M
o
-

. Were you satisfied with this enrollment? ____Yes ___No

oaJ
[

To what do you attribute your success, or lack of 1t, in
obtaining students?

31. Based on your experlence, what can be done to attract more
students to Courses by Newspaper?

Name of course coordinator

College or university ) 7 } _ —
city o state_ -

Zip Code_

Date__

RETURN TO: Dr. Oscar J. Kaplan
Courses by Newspaper
P.O0. Box 15338
San Diego, Calif, 92115



